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 IS AVAILABLE AT WORSHIP 

SERVICES THROUGH 

KINDERGARTEN AGE . 
 

WORSHIP BAGS are offered for children  
in worship and can be found  

in the main hallway desk. 
�

�
�

 
                    
 
 
                                                   Dear Friends, 
 

On the Sunday after Easter, we will 
focus on Christ’s resurrection appearance to 
the disciples, as recorded in the gospel of 
John. Then, beginning on April 18, the 
amazing book of Daniel (chapters 1-7) will be 
our theme.   

Daniel’s adventures show both the 
power of God and our call to be faithful.   This 
exciting book still has great relevance for our 
lives in Christ’s service today.  Please take a 
look at the texts (located on page 5) for the 
coming weeks, and be in prayer for our 
worship as we celebrate the loving presence 
of the living Lord. 

Blessings, Larry 
 

��� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �  
 
IN GRATITUDE:   

The past few years 
have made me aware of 
all the good things that go 
on daily from the people of 
our congregation.  Just 
recently we have lost 
some whose families were scattered—we 
have a wonderful group that provides a meal 
and gathering time so graciously for grieving 
families.  It’s a chance for friends to get 
together to see each other after periods of 
absence.  

On Sundays, there are friends who rise 
early to prepare coffee and goodies so we can 
greet friends at fellowship time between 
services.  Talented artists share their works for 
all to enjoy and help us get better acquainted. 
A friendly note—“We missed you”—means a 
lot.  Phone calls and rides to church are a great 
help to one who is carless.      

Oh yes, and friendly faces from the past 
back among us, like the Eatons, serving as 
greeters and in any other needed spot. 
Welcome! Thanks Presbyterians, for being a 
family to one who has none other nearby.  

Sincerely, Jerry McGinnis 
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�IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

 

 
 

FOR YOURSELF OR  
YOUR CHILD(REN), 
PLEASE CONTACT 

PASTORS GAYLORD OR BRUNER 
 

 
APRIL 

CLARE HOUSE   
 

MAY 
HOME SWEET HOME 

MISSION  
 
 
 
 

Please leave NON-PERISHABLE 
donations in the containers between the 
sets of double doors at either entrance of 
the building. 

 

 

�

HOME SWEET HOME is in 
great need of lawn mowers.  
Currently none of our three 
mowers work.  Please call 
Linda Smith, 828-7356, if you 
have a lawn mower you wish 
to donate.  
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ADVENTURES IN ACTS:  Learn from Peter, 
Paul and all the early Christians what it means 
to follow Jesus through thick and thin!  
Downstairs Kitchen 
 
LIVING THE QUESTIONS:    Open-minded 
alternative to studies that attempt to give 
people all the answers, offering a chance to 
interact with one another in exploring what's 
next for Christianity.   Great Hall   
 
DIGGING INTO DANIEL :   Follow along with 
the spring sermon series on the Book of 
Daniel. Get more out of the sermons each 
week as you dig deeper into the Scriptures 
together.  Library 
 
IN THE NAME OF JESUS:  A six-week study 
of Henri Nouwen’s book In the Name of Jesus:  
Reflections on Christian Leadership   
Office Lobby   Copies of the book available at 
the Adult Discipleship table.  Cost: $10  
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FRIDAY, APRIL 9 
5:30 - 9:00 P.M. 

Parents, have a night out while their children 
play at church supervised by our great 
childcare workers.  Fee is $5/family.   

Signup: kbecker@firstpresnormal.org  
 

 
 

 
 

Monday, April 12 
6:45 - 7:15 a.m. 

Lounge 
This group is open to all men and meets every 
two weeks to discuss various topics.  Next 
meeting: April 26 

 
WORSHIP 

ATTENDANCE 
 

3/28 - 359 
4/4 - 552 

 
church family, for being 

so faithful in your prayers, 
cards and phone calls during 
my total knee replacement 
surgery.   

I have now graduated to 
the use of a cane and every 

day is getting better and better!!!   
 

Blessings to all of you-Sharon Albee  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ann & Ella , friends of John & Nancy Wolter; 
Kathy Carmody , cancer & Becky Stubbs , 
CF, friends of the Chapmans; John 
Johnston ; Ralph Rodriquez ; Hannah 
Hunter , niece of Carol Kehl; Larry Alvey , 
friend of Sharon Albee; Andy Sadoun , 
deployed to Iraq, Kehl Family friend; Paul & 
Annette Rutledge , friends of Shelley 
Bruning; Margaret Foster ; Tammy, friend of 
Karen Zappa, H1N1 complications; Jackson 
Jones , nephew of Faith Ten Haken, heart 
surgery; Roger Benckendorf , brother of 
Kurt; Doug Miller , cancer, brother of Faith 
Ten Haken; Karen Lindquist , lung cancer, 
sister of Julie Buckles  

�
BOOK STUDY GROUP 
THURSDAYS - 9:00 A.M. 
 
MEN’S’ BIBLE STUDY 
SATURDAYS - 8:00 A.M. 
COFFEEHOUSE 
UPTOWN NORMAL  

 
Wednesday – April 21 

1:30 p.m. 
Church Lounge 
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FIRST PEACEMAKERS 
would like to SPONSOR 

FAMILIES to the 
2010 PEACEMAKING 

SEMINAR 
 

Re-membering Peace: 
Still the Believers’ 

Calling 
 

August 25-28 
Ghost Ranch, Abiquiu, New Mexico 

 
www.pcusa.org/peacemaking/conferences/
2010.htm 

Contact Andy Heikes for more information. 

 
 
  If you have a GRADUATING SENIOR in 
your family this year, let us know so we may 
share your celebration in a future newsletter. 
  Please provide name, name of school 
graduating from, and degree (if applicable) to 
Carol in the church office.  E-mail:  
welcome@firstpresnormal.org 

 

 
          Amigos - it's that time of the year when 
the Mentzers begin planning a CINCO DE 
MAYO PARTY for Amigosbyterians who need 
an evening of fun!    
          Come Saturday, May 1,  (o.k., it's not 
quite May 5th) 6:30 p.m. with your favorite 
south of the border dish to share. We're at 
19573 Oakwood Drive, Bloomington, 
Tanglewood subdivision near Downs.  
RSVP to 378-1481 or 
becky.mentzer@gmail.com.  
 
 

 
NEW!  SIGN UP TO BE A GREETER 

This month, you can sign up to be a 
greeter for 1st or 2nd service.  You don’t have 
to wait to be asked ; now’s your chance to 
volunteer . 

·  Look for the pages in the sign up book 
on the WELCOME stand. 

·  Pick the service you attend.   
·  Choose the week(s) you will greet (one 

Sunday or several) during the month  
or on the same Sunday each month.   

·  Print your name and phone number in 
the space. 

·  Jot down a reminder for yourself to take 
with you. 

 
Carol Kehl, our church 

secretary, will print your 
name in the Sunday bulletin.  

If something comes 
up and you cannot greet, 
call Carol Baker.   

Greeters are a very 
important part of a 
welcoming congregation, 
and greeting is both an easy and enjoyable 
experience.   

Greeter guidelines are found in the 
white binder on the WELCOME stand for your 
review when you arrive to greet.   

Thanks so much for your part in 
welcoming members and visitors to worship at 
First Presbyterian Church every Sunday. 

Submitted by Carol Baker 

KNITTING CLINIC #3 
Saturday, April 10, 9-11 a.m., Great Hall 

  If you want to learn to knit or crochet, 
please let us help you! If you already have the 
hang of knitting and are interested in learning 
to knit socks or a particular project, please let 
us know in advance. RSVP Becky at 378-1481 
or becky.mentzer@gmail.com. 
  Knit & Crochet Ministry meets in the 
chapel the second Sunday of the month,  
9:45 a.m.  All are welcome! Next time is 
Sunday, April 11.  If you or someone you know 
might benefit from receiving a prayer shawl, lap 
robe, or baby afghan, please notify one of the 
pastors or email becky.mentzer@gmail.com. 
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8TH ANNUAL BOYS & GIRLS CLUB 

FRIDAY, JUNE 18 
PRAIRIE VISTA GOLF COURSE 

  
This year, in addition to always looking 

for golfers, we are also in need of a volunteer 
photographer to handle the complimentary 
pictures each person receives for playing in the 
outing.   

If you are a shutterbug, aspiring 
shutterbug, own a digital camera or know 
which end of the lens to look through, we'd 
sure love to have you come out and spend the 
morning with us taking pictures.   

I need the image files on a CD and I'll 
take care of the rest.   

Please contact me 530-5400 or 
darrenbrant@comcast.net if you need more 
information or to volunteer.   

Submitted by Darren Brant   

PREACHING SCHEDULE- SPRING 2010 
DANIEL 

 

 

�
Did you ever see people in church and 

wonder what their names are?  Have you ever 
heard an announcement regarding a member 
and wished that you could put a name with a 
face?  Are you new to our church and wish 
that you had something to help you put names 
with faces?    Well, help is on the way!   

We are producing a NEW PICTORIAL 
DIRECTORY for our church.  There is no cost 
to you or the church to have your photographs 
taken, and you will receive a printed copy of 
our new directory along with your choice of a 
complimentary 8x10 color portrait, a sheet of 9 
Billfold size portraits, or a $20 coupon toward 
purchase just for participating.  You will be 
able to view your images electronically 
immediately after you are photographed.  At 
that time, you will have the opportunity to 
purchase additional portraits to share with 
family and friends.  We look forward to “seeing 
you in pictures”. 
 

Our Photography Dates are:  
Thursday May 20, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday May 21, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday May 22, 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
Tuesday June 1, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Wednesday June 2, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Thursday June 3, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 

Friday June 4, 2:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday June 5, 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

 
2 EASY ways to Schedule Your Appointment! 

Online at http://www.Lcdsmiles.com (It’s fast, 
easy and convenient!) 

�  Select the NUMBER to be 
photographed.  

�  Click on the DAY you are available.  
�  Click on the TIME you are available. 
�  Enter your name, phone number and 

email address.  
�  Create a user name & password.  
�  Review information then click FINALIZE 

to complete  
An e-mail confirmation will be sent to 
you immediately along with an e-mail 
reminder three days prior to your 
session.   

OR sign-up at Church April 25, May 2 & 9! 
Submitted by Connections Committee 

Date Text  Theme 
4/11 John  

20:19-31 
Jesus is risen!  
Seeing is 
believing 
 

4/18 Daniel 1  
Romans  
8:31-39 

God’s really got 
a hold on me 
 

4/25 Daniel 2  
Ephesians  
1:15-23 

God’s got t he 
power 
 

5/2 Daniel 3  
1 Peter 1:3 -9 

Faith under fire  
 

5/9 Daniel 4  
James 4:4-10 

It’s hard to be 
humble 
 

5/16 Daniel 6  
2 Corinthians 
11:21b-29 

Costly  
character 
 

5/23 
Pentecost  

Daniel 7:1 -14 
Revelation  
1:12-18  
Acts 1:1-10 

Awesome 
authority 
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Disciple (dis·ci·ple):  One who responds in faith 
and obedience to the gracious call to follow 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Discipling (dis·ci·pling) :  An intentional 
relationship in which we walk alongside other 
disciples in order to encourage, equip, and 
challenge one another in love to grow toward 
maturity in Christ. This includes equipping the 
disciple to teach others as well. 
 

Discipleship Groups (dis·ci'ple·ship groops):  
A new ministry, of First Presbyterian Church, 
where groups of couples, and/or individuals, 
gather together to grow in their Christian faith 
and develop deeper relationships with one 
another. 
 

“D-Group is a small, intimate group that "does life" 
together. We come alongside each other to encourage 
and support one another in life. We dig deeper in our 
faith and examine the ways that God is working. We 

pray together & we listen to the ways that God is asking 
us to be in deeper relationship with him.” 

-Cara McMorris 
 

“In D-Group �������������	
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-Steve Gruenberg�
 

New groups are forming now for 
spring/summer sessions. 

Contact Pastor Becca Bruner  
if you are interested!  

 
Our new FPC WEBSITE is 

up and running. We are still in 
the process of working out some 
little glitches, but for the most 
part, it is fully functional. Take a 
moment to visit the site at 
www.firstpresnormal.org 
 Our goal is to keep the 

website current, fresh and fun all the time. In 
order to do that, we need your help! 

If you have pictures of church events 
that you would be willing to share, we would 
love to take a look at them. Studies have 
shown, that when people visit websites, the 
pictures and graphics appeal to them the 
most. In order words, a picture is worth a 
thousand words! 

Additionally, if there is information that 
you would like to have on the website, please 
send it along as well. 
 Send all pictures and information to 
Kelley Becker at kbecker@firstpresnormal.org 
 
 

 

 
DEAR FRIENDS, 

I just wanted to take the opportunity to 
thank all of you who prayed for and 
encouraged all of us who recently attended 
the Great Banquet Weekend out at East Bay 
Camp. Several members of FPC attended the 
Men’s and Women’s weekends, March 4-7 
and 18-21 respectively. And I can confidently 
say that each one of us had a wonderful 
experience. We learned a lot, made great new 
friends, and best of all, experienced the 
unconditional love of Jesus Christ in new and 
profound ways.  

I went into my Great Banquet weekend 
a little skeptical. I did not truly expect that I 
would get much out of the experience myself. I 
am happy to say that I was so wrong! I was 
overwhelmed by the transformative power of a 
relationship with Jesus Christ. It may seem 
funny to hear me say that… I am a pastor, 
after all. But, thanks be to God, even a pastor 
can sometimes be surprised by the love and 
power of Jesus Christ. I saw God do amazing 
things in people’s lives, and I felt God’s love in 
very joyful, life-giving ways. I felt affirmed of 
God’s love for ME and confirmed in my call to 
serve Him with all that I am.  

If you are at all interested in growing in 
your Christian faith, if you want to know more 
about the love and grace of Jesus Christ, I 
would highly recommend attending one of 
these weekend retreats. The next Great 
Banquet Weekends are going to be held at 
East Bay Camp September 9-12 (Men’s) and 
September 23-26 (Women’s).  

Thank you again for all your love and 
prayers. We truly felt the power of your prayers 
and the love that flowed through them.  

We are blessed. 
  Sincerely, Pastor Becca Bruner 

 
Join a group to hear  

JULIA JAMIESON, Harp   
Illinois Chamber Orchestra 
Saturday, April 10 , 8 p.m., 

 Second Presbyterian Church.   
Group rate is $20.55,  

Seniors -$18, Students -$10, 
12 & under-free   

 
Sign up on form in main hall or 

E-mail: Carole.Ringer@verizon.net by  
5:00 p.m., Thursday, April 8. 


