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Dear Friends , 
 

Tony Campolo is a Christian leader who 
has a long-standing connection with Haiti.  He 
wrote something in the Huffington Post that 
got my attention:  “At last count there were 
9,943 faith-based organizations with ministries 
in Haiti. For years, with good intentions and 
with great dedication, they have tried to give 
economic assistance and spiritual help to the 
Haitian people. Yet Haiti has continued in a 
downward spiral into greater and greater 
poverty and social disorganization, not in spite 
of all these ‘good works,’ but in great part 
because of them.  So much of what has been 
done in Haiti has disempowered Haitians and 
diminished their dignity by doing for them what 
they could have done for themselves.”   

He says one question should be 
paramount: “Does the helping project 
strengthen the people, or make them more 
dependent on outsiders?”  He describes a 
highly successful literacy project run by 
Haitians that has helped them affirm their own 
ability to create a viable country.  This 
program was not imposed from the outside but 
grew from the grass roots.   

His hope is for a transformation in the 
approach to mission, so that “one day these 
leaders and teachers will look back at the 
nation they helped rebuild out of the rubble of 
the earthquake and say, ‘We did it ourselves!’”  
 

Blessings, Larry 
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CHILDCARE is available at worship 
services through kindergarten age.  

WORSHIP BAGS are offered for children  
in worship and can be found  

in the main hallway desk. 

�
BOOK STUDY GROUP 
THURSDAYS - 9:00 A.M. 
 
MEN’S’ BIBLE STUDY 
SATURDAYS - 8:00 A.M. 
COFFEEHOUSE 
UPTOWN NORMAL  

 
 

 
WORSHIP 

ATTENDANCE 
2/28 –279 
3/7 - 322  
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Please check the LOST & 
FOUND BASKET  in the 
main office, if any of these 
items belong to you, 
please take them home.  
Unclaimed items will be 
donated.     

 
 

Wednesday - March 17 
1:30 p.m. 

Church Lounge  
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Check us out online!  
Whether you're able to 
attend the class or not, 
learn all about how to 
practice the Spiritual 
Disciplines at home! 

 
 
http://fpcextrememakeover.blogspot.com  

 
Sundays  9:45 -10:45 a.m., Great Hall 

Warm-Up, Cardio & Cool Down 

What, Why & How of the Spiritual Disciplines 
 

Wednesdays  12:00 -12:30 p.m., Sanctuary 
Endurance & Flexibility 

Putting the Disciplines into Practice 

 
 

DAYLIGHT 
SAVING TIME 
begins 
Sunday,  
March 14  
at 2:00 a.m. 
Set your clocks 
ahead  1 hour 
before you go to 
bed.  
 
 

DATE SUNDAY TOPIC 
3/14 Worship & Sabbath  
3/21 Simplicity & Service  
3/28 Obedience & Celebration  
4/4 Easter Breakfast  

DATE WEDNESDAY PRACTICE 
3/10 Meditation & Prayer:  

Imaginative Prayer  
3/17 Worship & Sabbath:  

Giving God the Glory  
3/24 Simplicity & Service:  

Serving in Secret  
3/31 Obedience & Celebration:  

Celebration Lunch 
Please RSVP 
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�IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 

 

 
 

FOR YOURSELF OR  
YOUR CHILD(REN), 
PLEASE CONTACT 

PASTORS GAYLORD OR BRUNER 
 

 
 

MARCH 
HOME SWEET HOME MISSION  

 
APRIL 

CLARE HOUSE   
 

MAY 
HOME SWEET HOME MISSION  

 
Please leave NON-PERISHABLE 

donations in the containers between the 
sets of double doors at either entrance of 
the building. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Monday, March 15 

6:45 - 7:15 a.m. 
Lounge 

 
This group is open to all men and will meet 
every two weeks at the above time to discuss 
various topics.  Next meeting date: March 29 

 

 
 
Barb & Dave Lemmon, on the death of 
Dave’s mom; Avana Nice & Family, on the 
death of her niece;  Andy Sadoun , 
deployed to Iraq, Kehl Family friend; Paul & 
Annette Rutledge , friends of Shelley 
Bruning; Kathy Carmody , cancer, friend of 
Fred & Joan Chapman; Margaret Foster ; 
Jackson Jones , nephew of Faith Ten 
Haken, heart surgery; Roger Benckendorf , 
brother of Kurt; Doug Miller , cancer, 
brother of Faith Ten Haken; Karen 
Lindquist , lung cancer, sister of Julie 
Buckles; Tammy , friend of Karen Zappa, 
H1N1 complications; Jenny & her family , 
breast cancer, friend of Kathy & Terry Tosh   
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SURVEY SAYS… 
 

If you joined First Presbyterian in the 
last few years, you were probably asked to 
complete a brief new member survey. Now the 
Marketing Committee has summarized those 
surveys to learn more about how people find 
our church and why they join.   

Although it is far from a scientific survey, 
the results have been very interesting.  Here 
are just a few of the things we found.    
 

·  Friendliness of the congregation was 
listed as a reason for becoming 
members by nearly 60% of respondents.  
We knew this was a friendly place, and 
these great numbers reinforce that.  
Keep it up! 

 
·  Nearly 1/2 of the people who completed 

the survey first attended because they 
knew people at First Pres or were 
invited by a friend.  Let’s continue to talk 
about our church to others and extend 
even more invitations.  

 
·  Very few reported first attending due to 

newspaper or Yellow Pages ads.  We 
will weigh this as we decide how best to 
use advertising dollars.   

 
·  10% reported a reason for first attending 

is they had been in the building for other 
purposes, such as Playmates, voting, a 
rummage sale, etc.   Opening the 
facilities to the community helps people 
to be more comfortable here.  They are 
then more likely to attend services here.  

 
 

·  About 2/3 of respondents said the 
Sunday worship services were a reason 
for joining.  We have great services, 
including music, preaching and worship 
styles, and people respond very 
positively to them.  

 
We are now developing another survey 

with different questions.  In this “new and 
improved” version, we might even include 
some long-time members.  So don’t be 
surprised if you get a request to complete a 
survey in the future. You can do so 
anonymously, and providing the information 
helps us to bring more people to this special 
place – a place where people can find, love 
and serve Jesus Christ, right here in 
Bloomington – Normal.    

The Marketing Committee 
 

 
 
 Among the many important outreach 
and mission activities of our congregation is 
the “Care and Share” program.   Every month 
food products contributed by our members 
and left in the entryways are delivered to one 
of three different community agencies—Clare 
House, Western Avenue Community Center 
and Home Sweet Home Mission.   

The effort has been overseen for 
several years by Elizabeth Weir who is 
assisted by Carol Baker, John Crew, Dan 
Holland & Patty Carlson & family, Mark & Joan 
Klinger, and Don & Margaret Merritt.  
 This important effort is one more of the 
many ways in which our members reach out in 
service to others, an especially critical gift 
when so many face real hardships.   We wish 
to offer sincere thanks to the individuals 
mentioned here for their service.  But we also 
hope, in future, to express our gratitude to 
other individuals and groups involved in 
important mission efforts.  

 
[Please let the Mission 
Committee know of other 
mission efforts we should 
recognize.  We will do what 
we can to make their efforts 
known and celebrated by 
our congregation.] 
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The Knit & Crochet Ministry 
is hosting another 
KNITTING CLINIC, 
Saturday, April 10 ,  
Great Hall, 9:00 -11:00 a.m.  
Come learn to knit, get help 
with a beginning project or 
just to sit and knit with 
others.  

If you are interested in learning to    
crochet, please make that known, too!  
Contact: becky.mentzer@gmail.com. 
          You are also invited to join us on the 
second Sunday of the month in the chapel at 
9:45 a.m. to knit, crochet and participate in our 
blessing of finished prayer shawls and other 
items. 

 

 
"For the Lord your God is God of gods, and 
Lord of lords, the great God, mighty and 
awesome, who is not partial and takes no 
bribe, who executes justice for the orphan and 
widow...."                          Deuteronomy 10:17  
  
"Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans 
and widows in their distress; and to keep 
oneself unstained by the world."     James 1:27  
  

Last year, with thanks to Deb Presley 
and Matt Litwiller's confirmation class, and to 
Jim Presley, our son Alex's confirmation 
sponsor, Dr. Jane Liedtke came to First Pres to 
give a presentation about her work with Our 
Chinese Daughters Foundation (OCDF) and 
their work with orphan support.  

This year, a group called "Global 
Leaders for Orphans Initiative" will be going 
April 10-18 to Beijing and Xuanhua, to see 
urban and rural orphanages. We will be 
meeting with Non-Governmental Organizations 
that work on orphan support, visit small and 
large sites, foster homes, group homes, 
specialty care, and infant/surgical care sites.        

Our prayer is simply that God might 
open our eyes to the plight of orphans in 
China, as well as those orphaned around the 
globe. Since OCDF is based in Beijing and 
Bloomington, we have a very real, concrete 
way we can help right here in our 
community. We will be collecting vitamins (see 
page 6) for children and infants to take with us, 
and when we return we will give a program 
about what we learned, who we met, and how 
we see the grace of God in all of it.   

We welcome your prayers and thank you. 
 

 Submitted by Sue Baller-Shepard 
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The Connections 
Committee is sponsoring 
a VITAMIN DRIVE prior 
to Sue Baller-Shepard's 
trip to China.  Please 
bring children's vitamins 
(liquid or chewable) to 
the designated area in 
the church hallway from March 14 - April 4.   
Would you like to help the orphanages in 
another way?  Please contact Sue for a list of 
other items that are needed. 

 
will host two orientation 

sessions in March to explain 
their application process of 
homeownership and answer 
any questions regarding the 
program. 

 
INFORMATIONAL ORIENTATION SESSIONS 

Thursday, March 18; 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, March 20; 10 a.m. – Noon 

 
Interested applicants must contact the 

Habitat office at 309.827.3931 to RSVP for a 
session date and to receive required 
paperwork and location information.   

 
Joyce Swanson was a 
long-time church 
secretary in the 1970's. 
Their sons grew up in the 
church.   
She writes that Dewitt 
has an aggressive, non-
curable form of colon 
cancer. They are now 
weighing medical 
options; none, of which, are good.  
Their five sons are coming separately for 
week-long visits.   

Their address: 
1300 SE Magnolia Dr. 
Roseberg, OR. 97470 

 
Submitted by Judy Stone 

 
 
 

 

 
 
If you've seen the movie "Blood 

Diamond" or read the book Long Way Gone, 
join First United Methodist Church, Sunday, 
March 28,  7:00 p.m. in a study of Current 
African Issues.   

The study will be led by Dr. Ky Ajayi, 
ISU Dept. of Politics & Government, who is a 
specialist in African politics, and will cover 
topics such as the Darfur genocide, child 
soldiers, and conflict minerals.   

If you are interested in attending, 
contact Peggy Scott:   pescott@ilstu.edu or 
454-2990.  
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