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Dear Friends, � 
 

Lent  is a special season on the church 
calendar runs for forty days plus six Sundays 
leading up to Easter. For many of us, we 
associate Lent with somber prayers, fasting 
from things we like, dark nights and painful 
confessions. Lent is a time to give things up. 
Yes.  And so much more. 

It is proper and right to give some things 
up during Lent, to strip away the non-
essentials in order to focus on what really 
matters. As such, we have “given up” some of 
our more decorative elements of our worship 
services during Lent. We’re fasting from 
announcements. We’ve taken down the 
banners. We’re going minimal on decorations. 
All in the hope we might more readily focus on 
what matters in worship. 

But Lent is also a time when we joyfully 
reflect on the gracious gift God has given us in 
His Son Jesus Christ. It is a time when we 
focus on Jesus- his life and teaching 2,000 
years ago, his death on the cross, and his 
living presence with us today. 

Therefore, we are also adding to our 
worship services- more songs, more time to 
pray, and more opportunities to connect with 
Christ and one another as we partake in the 
Lord’s Supper. During the six Sundays in Lent, 
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we will remember Jesus by partaking in the 
Lord’s Supper together every Sunday in 
worship.  

This Lent, we are giving some things up. 
And we’re adding some things in. All with the 
prayer that all our hearts might be drawn 
closer to our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may 
be united together as the body of Christ, and 
that we all might be strengthened to work as 
God’s servants in the world. 

 
Pastor Bruner 

 
CHILDCARE is available at worship 
services through kindergarten age.  

WORSHIP BAGS are offered for children  
in worship and can be found  

in the main hallway desk. 
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BOOK STUDY GROUP 

THURSDAYS - 9:00 A.M. 
 
MEN’S’ BIBLE STUDY 
SATURDAYS - 8:00 A.M. COFFEEHOUSE 
UPTOWN NORMAL  
 
 
 
 

 
 

2/14 – 307 
2/21 - 302 

 
ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

��������� �
 

Check us out online!  
Whether you're able to 
attend the class or not, 
learn all about how to 
practice the Spiritual 
Disciplines at home! 
http://fpcextrememakeover.blogspot.com 

 
Sundays  9:45 -10:45 a.m., Great Hall 

Warm-Up, Cardio & Cool Down 
What, Why & How of the Spiritual Disciplines 

 
Wednesdays  12:00 -12:30 p.m., Sanctuary 

Endurance & Flexibility 
Putting the Disciplines into Practice 

 

 
 
 

DATE SUNDAY TOPIC 
2/28 Scripture Study &  

Seeking Guidance  
3/7 Meditation & Prayer  

3/14 Worship & Sabbath  
3/21 Simplicity & Service  
3/28 Obedience & Celebration  
4/4 Easter Breakfast  

DATE WEDNESDAY PRACTICE 
Today  Slowing Down:  

Prayer of Examen  
3/3 Scripture Study & Seeking 

Guidance: 
Different Ways to Study the Bible:  

Discovery & Devotional  
3/10 Meditation & Prayer:  

Imaginative Pr ayer  
3/17 Worship & Sabbath:  

Giving God the Glory  
3/24 Simplicity & Service:  

Serving in Secret  
3/31 Obedience & Celebration:  

Celebration Lunch 
Please RSVP 
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Pastor Gaylord will lead a class 
each Monday  in Lent  called,  

"CHRIST'S SEVEN LAST WORDS";  
This class will explore the words that  

Jesus spoke from the cross. 
All are welcome  

3:00 p.m., Lounge 
 

�IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN 
 

 
 

FOR YOURSELF OR  
YOUR CHILD(REN), 
PLEASE CONTACT 

PASTORS GAYLORD OR BRUNER 
 

WORLD DAYOF PRAYER 
 

When:   Friday,  
March 5 

Time:   9:00 a.m. 
Where:   First United 

Methodist Church, 
Normal 

Hosted by  
First United Methodist  
& Holy Trinity Catholic 

Churches 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

FEBRUARY 
WESTERN AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTER 

 
MARCH 

HOME SWEET HOME MISSION  
 

APRIL  
CLARE HOUSE   

 
Please leave NON-PERISHABLE 

donations in the containers between the 
sets of double doors at either entrance of 
the building. 

 

 

�
 

 
 

MEN'S PRAYER & SHARE GROUP  
Monday, March 1 
6:45 - 7:15 a.m. 

Lounge 
 

This group is open to all men and will meet 
every two weeks at the above time to discuss 
various topics.  Next meeting date: March 15 
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Andy Sadoun , deployed to Iraq, Kehl 
Family friend; Judy Lindsay , kidney 
transplant; Paul & Annette Rutledge , 
friends of Shelley Bruning; Kathy 
Carmody , cancer, friend of Fred & Joan 
Chapman; Linda Speers , on the death of 
her father;  Margaret Foster ; Jackson 
Jones , infant nephew of Faith Ten Haken, 
heart surgery; Roger Benckendorf , brother 
of Kurt; Doug Miller , cancer, brother of 
Faith Ten Haken; Karen Lindquist , lung 
cancer, sister of Julie Buckles; Tammy , 
friend of Karen Zappa, H1N1 complications; 
Jenny & her family , breast cancer, friend 
of Kathy & Terry Tosh 

 
FIRST PRES 

ARTISTS AMONG US  
is resuming their Tuesday 
meetings, beginning 
MARCH 2, 1:30 p.m.  
in the lounge. 

We’ll view an hour 
of an episodic series 
called “TREASURES OF 

SACRED ART:  TUSCAN JOURNEYS,  
followed by an hour of “studio time” to work on 
art projects. 

 
Your gift to ONE GREAT HOUR OF 

SHARING will help the world's neediest 
through the Hunger Program, Self-
Development of People, and Presbyterian 
Disaster Assistance (PDA). PDA has a major 
focus on response to the Haiti earthquake.           

Please give generously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREAT HALL GALLERY  
CURTIS TROUT 

�
 
For the months of February and March 

the works of First Pres member, Curtis Trout, 
will be on display. 

Don’t miss this outstanding exhibit 
during coffee time or a special visit to the 
Great Hall hallway.  Members will also 
recognize Curt as a regular choir member and 
soloist. 

Curtis has been a faculty member at 
Illinois Wesleyan University since 1990.  At 
IWU he has taught courses in stagecraft, 
scene design, properties design and 
construction, lighting design, scene painting, 
and History of De’cor among others.   

He has accomplished over eighty 
academic designs in scenery, lighting, 
costume and sound. 

Curtis has many professional design 
credits for theatres across the nation.  He has 
also gained many design awards including 
ones for his restoration of the 1908 neo-Gothic 
St. Patrick Catholic Church in Decatur.  He 
has had a one man gallery show, The Art of 
Scenic Design, at the McLean County Arts 
Center in 2006. 

This show features two paint elevations 
from the production of Music Man for the 
Lincoln Amphitheatre, Lincoln City, IN and 
other non-theatrical paintings and sketches in 
a variety of media. 

Come read Curt’s complete bio and 
enjoy his creative art work.  

 
Submitted by Margaret Wolf  


