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FEBRUARY 5 
Worship/Communion – 8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m. 

9:45 a.m. Church School  
9:35 a.m.  Congregational Meeting 

 
FEBRUARY 12 

Worship/Baptism – 8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Church School  

 
FEBRUARY 19 

Worship– 8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Church School  

 
FEBRUARY 26 

Worship– 8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m. 
9:45 a.m. Church School  

First Sunday in Lent 
 

If you or your child(ren) seek,  
 
 
 

please contact  
Pastors Gaylord or Bruner 

 
 
 

 
������������������������������������	 			
�������������������  
 
 

Dear Friends,  
 

Ash Wednesday. It’s the first day in the 
Christian season on Lent and begins about 40 
days before Easter. Ash Wednesday is a day 
of mourning for our sin and the sin of all 
humanity before God, a recognition of our 
mortality save for the grace of God. It is the 
day when many Christians, throughout history, 
have focused their attention on three 
practices: fasting , praying , and giving .  

Why we FAST: We deprive ourselves of 
a basic necessity in order to remind ourselves 
of our utter dependence on God. And 
traditionally, the money saved is given away to 
the needy.  

Why we PRAY: We are not totally self-
sufficient. We have a need inside of us that 
cannot be filled by ourselves or others. We 
have a holy longing and must look to God. 

Why we GIVE: What we’re given by God 
is not meant just for us, but for us to share 
with others, for the service of others. 

Our theme for Ash Wednesday this year 
is Hungry for the Kingdom and you are  
invited to join with Christians throughout the 
ages as together our faith community fasts, 
prays and gives.  

We’re asking you to FAST (abstain from 
eating food) for 12 hours, starting at 6:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, February 22, and then come 
join us for supper at church at 6:00 p.m. 
Please bring non-perishable items to GIVE to 
our Deacons’ collection for the Western 
Avenue Community Center.  

Devotionals will be made available to 
guide you in PRAYER for every hour of the 
day starting at 6:00 a.m. on February 22, 
concluding in a worship service together at 
6:45 p.m.  
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Throughout the day, we will experience 
what it means to be Hungry for the 
Kingdom . We will look inward at our own 
deep spiritual hungers. We will look outward at 
the real and troubling hungers of the world. 
And, in worship, we will look upward to the 
God who promises to satisfy our every need.  

Pastor Bruner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
FEBRUARY 5  

9:35 A.M. 
 

 
BOOK STUDY 

GROUP 
9:00 A.M. 

THURSDAYS 
 
 

 

 
���������	 	 
�	�
�
�����	��	�����
�	���

���		
�������	�
����������	����	

 
PLEASE 

VOLUNTEER!! 
Sign up book is 
located on the 
counter outside 

the office. 
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JOHN L. JOHNSTON 
October 25, 1919 – January 19, 2012 

 

 
����

���.�����/���
��
����.�����/���
��
����.�����/���
��
����.�����/���
��
�� ���
6:30 - 7:15 a.m.  Lounge  

This group is open to all men. 
Next meeting dates: February 6 & 20 

 

 
 

Edna Johnston, on the death of her husband, 
John 

Joey, 8 yr old cancer patient, 
rhabdomyosarcoma 

Faith Ten Haken’s nephew, pacemaker 
Margaret Foster 

David Merrick, cancer,  
friend of Kelley Becker 

Taryn Northrup, medulloblastoma,  
niece of Debbie Hanchett 
Bill, Pat & Rob Laughlin 

 
 

 
Our dear friends, 

 
For all the kindnesses, love and generosity 

shown to Chet and me during his illness and 
upon his death, I am so very grateful.  

You are  church at its best. 
 

Blessings, (Chet's favorite farewell) 
Sue O'Neal  

 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
….for your blessings of prayer for my sister, 
Susan Lykkebak Smith, as she battles stage 4 
lung cancer.  
We are encouraged the nodules have reduced 
in size as she faces chemo indefinitely. Your 
continued prayers are very appreciated.  

Nan Rutledge  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DEADLINE for 
 

      MONTHLY 
is the 15 th of the 
previous month. 
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Please leave NON-PERISHABLE  donations 
in the 
���	
	
���	
	
���	
	
���	
	����� ���������������  containers 
between the sets of double doors at either 
entrance of the building .  

2nd Sunday Care & Share Food 
Collection for February will go to  

 
WESTERN AVENUE COMMUNITY CENTER 

600 N. Western Avenue 
Bloomington, Il. 61701    

 
The "Services Provided" list at the 

Center (including a food pantry) is long and 
varied providing clubs and programs to all age 
groups with offices, community room, 
gymnasium and playground.   
 WACC opened in 1926 when a group of 
community leaders held a campaign to raise 
$30,000 for the erection of an inter-
denominational church and community center. 

Today WACC serves more than 1000 
families per year in the community and has 
many friends and supporters who "grew up" at 
the Center. 
 Popular and requested items at the food 
pantry include:  Rice (bag or box), soup, 
spaghetti and tooth brush & paste. Other 
items are also welcome. 

  ATTENDANCE 
    

1/8 - 333 
1/15 – 336 
1/22 - 302 
1/29 - 356 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

FEBRUARY 22 
SIMPLE SUPPER - 6:00 p.m.  

WORSHIP SERVICE- 6:45 p.m.  
Cost for Dinner:  

$5 /person 
$ 15 max/ family 

RSVP by signing up on the 
cards in the pew pads 

or contact the church office 
Childcare provided, ages infant – 5  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAVE YOU EVER DREAMED OF  
BEING A  

SUPER HERO? 
 

Join us February 11 and you can be a 
"First Pres. Souper Hero "!  Starting at  
4:30 p.m., we will be having a soup potluck.. 
bring some soup to share and Connections 
committee will provide soda, crackers and 
dessert.    

          At  5:00 p.m., we will be showing the 
movie Rudy  in the Great Hall.  Admission to 
the movie is a can of soup (or other non-
perishable food item) which will be donated to 
a local service agency.   
          While we don't promise anyone X-Ray 
vision or the ability to "Leap tall buildings in a 
single bound!", we do guarantee a good time.  
So, please, join us for a time of food, fun and 
service! 

Becca Rice, Connections Committee 
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KATHERINE STELLE  
2025 E. Lincoln St., #2314 

Bloomington, IL  61701 

PREACHING SCHEDULE  
WINTER 2012 

 
RECIPE FOR RELATIONSHIPS: 
Key ingredients for us to become the  

“one-another” people God wants us to be 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
March 1 Maddox Pate 
March 4 Sandra Stowers, Scott Kelly 
March 5 Jerry Parsons, Gigi Miles 
March 6 Kathy Sherman,  

Sharon Cunningham,  
Christina Walter,  
Erin Stombaugh 

 March 8 Joan Edgren, Barb Lemmon, 
  Cindy Bobrytzke 
 March 9 Cliff Steinkraus 
 March 10 Margaret Merritt, Rachel Sabick 

Karen Earing-Winter 
March 11 Laura Haas 
March 12 Bonnie Coffer, Christine Lacey 

John Ten Haken,  
 March 14 Don Haerr, Charlene Marley, 

Hannah Kiel 
 March 16 Andrea Eaton 
 March 17 Jeffrey Larsen 
 March 18 Lea Spinks, Byron Blair,  

Kam Cox 
 March 19 Andy Cooney, Kim Toulon 
 March 20 Norman Frank, Will Hancock 
 March 22 Pat Fischer, Lisa Frey,  

Jace Mortimer 
March 25 Gary Beck, Jeff Attwood 
March 26 Dave Ashbrook, Blake Reno 
March 27 Dean Blimling, Marge Smith,  

Sue Rovens, Jessica Briggs 
March 28  Heidi Hancock 
March 29  Nancy Proctor,  

 Emily Wissmiller 
March 31  Cale Hinthorn  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DATE THEME 
2/5 Recipe for Relationships: 

Forgiveness 
Forgive one another 

 
TEXT 

Matthew 18:21-35 
Colossians 3:1-14  

2/12 Recipe for Re lationships: 
Humility 

Submit to one another 
 

TEXT 
John 13:1-17 

Ephesians 5:1-2, 21-33  
2/19 Recipe for Relationships: 

Encouragement 
Encourage one another  

 
TEXT 

Isaiah 40:28-31 
Hebrews 10:19-25  
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COLLECTING ITEMS for WOMEN at  
LINCOLN CORRECTIONAL CENTER  

 
Jesus mentioned prisoners, as we read 

in Matthew 25:39, "When did we see you sick 
or in prison and go to visit you?' " and First 
Pres has many people involved with prison 
ministry.  

Here in central Illinois, in September 
1984,  Lincoln Correctional Center opened 
with an operational capacity of 1,018, it's a 
medium security facility, with a current 
population of 1,011, and an average inmate 
age of 35.  

An interesting statistics from the 2010 
U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics: *During 
2010, the number of persons under 
supervision of adult correctional authorities 
declined by 1.3% (91,700 offenders), reaching 
7.1 million at year end."  

For the female inmate population, most 
are mothers, and the PBS program 
"Independent Lens" did a documentary about 
a Girl Scout troop involving girls and their 
inmate moms: 
http://www.pbs.org/independentlens/troop150
0/mothers.html 
  Presently, here are some things we are 
collecting for Lincoln Correctional Center 
women: 

women's jeans, 16 plus size clothes, 
coats, crayons and playing cards for the 

visiting room, a few tall stools for their 
theatre troupe, books (if you're in a book 

club, it's a great place to  
give your books when you're done),  

tote bags, and composition journals. 
 

 There is a box for donations in Kelley 
Becker’s office.  Thank You. 
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THERE ARE MANY WAYS TO  
GIVE TO THE CHURCH 

Planned gifts to 
First Pres Endowment Fund 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Most people think of giving to the church 

through Sunday morning plate offerings.  
Many plan their giving and make a pledge for 
the year.  This way the elders and staff know 
how to budget operating expenditures.  In 
other words, these are dollars that come in 
and go out, like a regular checking account.   

Planned gifts require even more thought 
and preparation.  Planned giving is a creative 
way that allows individuals to use their assets 
without invading current income.  The simplest 
planned gift is a bequest which is honored 
after death.  It may name a specific amount, a 
percentage, or even all of the donor’s assets 
after satisfying family and other obligations.  
Bequests should specify using assets that are 
non-taxable to a charity but would be taxed to 
the recipient if given to a person. 

Life income arrangements, life 
insurance, retirement plan gifts, gifts of real 
property, and gifts of other appreciated assets 
are more examples of planned gifts.  They can 
grow into substantial endowment funds that 
will nurture and sustain the church’s mission 
and ministries far into the future. 

 
These plants (planned gifts) have become the Mustard Tree, 

spreading their impact well beyond the reach  
of any single plant. 

 

The Endowment Fund Committee 
Carole Ringer, Gigi Miles, 
 Jon Thetard, David Thiele 

 

 
Our congregation is a proud supporter 

of Faith in Action , a local non-profit which 
supports seniors in Bloomington-Normal with 
transportation to medical appointments, 
grocery shopping, friendly visitors, reassuring 
phone calls, caring casseroles, and light home 
maintenance.    

We have an opportunity to support FIA 
by attending their Music of the Heart gala 
Saturday, February 11.  Cost is $50 per 
person, and all proceeds support FIA of 
Bloomington-Normal.   

The highlight of this year’s auction 
includes two special golf packages to the 
Masters Golf Tournament in Augusta, 
Georgia.  Register for the gala through 
bnfia.org, or by calling 309-827-7780.     

FIA is also accepting donations of 
auction items, gift certificates in amounts of 
$10 and up, and volunteers to help with this 
event.  

  
Submitted by Kathy Patterson 
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Anne and Dave Eaton will spend 
February as SHORT-TERM MISSIONARIES 
commissioned by our PCUSA Denomination 
and part of Presbyterian Peace Fellowship's 
response to the request from the Colombian 
Presbyterian Church for accompaniers 
beginning in 2004.   

"Accompaniment" means active 
presence and solidarity with those facing 
injustice.  Many of those asking for help from 
Colombian Presbyterian congregations in 
Baranquilla and rural parts of North Coast 
Presbytery have become internal refugees 
from loss of land and threats from guerilla and 
militias as well as coca defoliants. 

 

ADOPTION & ORPHAN AWARENESS 
CONFERENCE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The “ CONNECTING HEARTS WITH THE 

FORGOTTEN CONFERENCE”  exists to help people 
capture the heart of God for the fatherless 
among us and throughout the world.  

The conference includes sessions and 
resources on adoption, foster care,  
post-adoption and orphan care. 

 
February 25, 2012 

8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
East White Oak Church 
11922 E 2000 North Rd 

Carlock, IL 
 

Phone:309-454-3833  
or  

E-mail: 
connectingheartsconference@yahoo.com  

 
Hosted by Bloomington-Normal Area Churches 
 


