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DEAR FRIENDS,

In his book on spiritual formation, The
Good and Beautiful God, James Bryan Smith
writes about an experience of attending a
child’s birthday party. When the time came to
open presents, this little girl dove in with high
hopes. There was one certain present that she
especially wanted that, as it turns out, she did
not get. She approached each package with
great anticipation and enthusiasm, only to cast
it aside moments later when it turned out not
to be the present she was hoping for. It was
embarrassing to watch, especially for this little
girl’s parents. Here she was, receiving gift
after lavish gift, and all she could think about
was the gift she wanted and didn’t get, which
was neither precious nor valuable and far less
impressive than many of the gifts she did
receive.

Smith writes, “As
| drove home | thought
about how awful that
experience was, and
how spoiled and
ungrateful that little girl
was. Then the Spirit
whispered, ‘Are you so
different?’ | thought
about how often |
focus on something |
want God to do for me,
and neglect the ten
thousand things- often
better things- God has -
already done.”

Can you relate? | sure can! | get so
focused on my problems, my worries, and the
imperfections around me | forget to notice the
abundant blessings God surrounds me with
each day! We humans are problem-solving

Jjames Bryan smith

The cood and seautiful
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creatures... from the moment we wake to the
time we fall asleep again at night, our brains
are highly trained to seek out and solve all the
possible problems that may come our way.
We have to retrain our brains to think
differently. The best way | know how to do that
is through the spiritual discipline of counting
your blessings.

Try it this month! It's a powerful spiritual
exercise. Make a list of all things God has
blessed you with, all the things that make life
wonderful. Pay attention to the details of your
life. Look for the hidden things. Start small: try
and come up with a list of 10 things God has
blessed you with. And then, keep adding to
your list each day. Strive to make a list of 50
things! Then keep going... See if you can
come up with 100 blessings, things you are
thankful for, this month. They can range from
the majestic: God’s existence and presence
with me, to the very ordinary: Carl’s Ice
Cream. All these are blessings, gifts from
God, for which we can give Him abundant
praise and thanks.

HapPpPYy COUNTING!! PASTOR BECCA

If you or your child(ren) seek,

| Holy
> Baptism

please contact

Pastors Gaylord or Bruner
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. Margaret Foster
Jim Kerr, surgery, Mary Evenson’s dad

Steve Kimball, surgery, son of Mary Lou
David Merrick, cancer,
friend of Kelley Becker
Lori Groetken, cancer,
friend of Gary & Wendy Satchwell
Taryn Northrup, medulloblastoma,
niece of Debbie Hanchett
Bill, Pat & Rob Laughlin

BOOK STUDY GROUP
9:00 A.M. THURSDAYS

Deadline for
MONTHLY issues
is the 15th
of the prior month.

Please leave NON-PERISHABLE
donations in the SHARE containers

between the sets of double doors

at either entrance of the building.



APPLE AND/OR WHITE GRAPE JUICE
is needed.
Please put your donations
in the upstairs kitchen.

The class will consider some case-studies
about the history of the United States in
regard to religious intolerance and how
Christians might offer leadership in achieving
tolerance and justice.

Facilitators: Dan Ogata & Dave Eaton

BE A GREETER: Two persons are needed at
each door. SIGN UP BOOK is located on the
counter near the office.

ATTENDANCE
06/05 - 229 Some people will stop at nothing...
06/12 - 275 especially when it comes to giving.
06/19 - 218
. 06/26 - 228 Luke 6:38
WORSHIP THe 07/03 - 185 “For if you give, you will get!... whatever

ORDI measure you use to give — large or small —
— will be used to measure what is

given back to you.”



MONDAY, JULY 11

6:30 - 7:15 a.m. Lounge
This group is open to all men.
Future meeting dates: July 25

August 8 & 22

American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life

Great Hall
Saturday July 9
8:00 a.m. —-11:00 a.m.

Last time to donate prior was May 14.

We'll be seeking people to sign up for

donation times, registration assistance
and refreshments.

This summer the Children’s Ministry
Team would like to invite families of all ages,
shapes and sizes to serve at Home Sweet
Home Mission.

Throughout the summer there will be
several opportunities to come together and
make a difference in our community.

SELECTED SUMMER
WEEKDAYS:

Reading & playing with
HSH kids: when
volunteers are
available, we can
schedule 1-2 hour time
slots in which we can «
help entertain the young guests.

JULY 15 & 16,

8 a.m. - Noon:

Sorting Donations at
the Mission Mart
warehouse. We will
have one-hour shifts
during which

2-3 families would help
sort donations.

AUG. 7, 4-6 p.m.:
We will serve ice cream

to the Home Sweet Home
guests and play outdoor
games with the children.
This will be a great all-
church event! :
Questions: Contact Patty KeIIy
585-0298 or kelly.psps@gmail.com




A 72-hour experience located at Lake
Bloomington beginning on Thursday evening
and ending Sunday evening.

For three days, guests live and study
together in a worshipful time of singing, prayer
and discussion.

This weekend experience is for anyone
who:

wishes to strengthen his/her spiritual life

wants to have a better understanding of

prayer, the sacraments, study and

Christian action

strives to live a Christian life that bears

fruit for God

seeks to know Jesus as Lord and Savior

and to make Him known

Contact Pastor Bruner or
Cara McMorris (themcs7@gmail.com )
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Thark You

Sincere thanks to Nancy Proctor for
donating the stainless steel beverage server
for our use. Her generosity is appreciated very
much.

Submitted by Nancy Wolter
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BIRTHDA

Ryan Ehredt

Kaeleigh Hinthorn

Tom Darnall, Ben Paxton,

Joan Chapman, Paul Maier
Rob Kelley, Beth Maier,

Susan Woollen, Lauren Seyller
Davis Anderson, Brian Painter
Karen Bussone, Cheryl Hoepker,
Payten Presley

Judy Ehlers, Charlotte Cooney,
Linda Williams, Dave Seyller,
Gene Pish, Mara McMorris
Dave Blanks

Walt Friedhoff, Jane VanSchelt,
J.J. Painter, Eddie Harris
Christina Uphoff,

Suzanne Hinthorn, James Turley
Betsy Blanks,

Andy Hinegardner, Steven Kiel
Sandra Harmon

Kurt Swearingen, Julie Rhoades,
J.D. Theile

Brayden Stombaugh

Sharon Heitz

Kylie Thompson

Dave Lemmon, Morgan Presley
Jason Pokrzywinski

Ken Hoepker,

Brady & Nolan Green

Dottie Peterson, John Anderson
Gina Brant, Sam Redd (son)
Shirley LaDue, Jim Lindsay,
Lena Flitz

Dorothy Lambert,

Douglas Schwalm

Dick Baley, Cindy Schrantz
Kristin Harms,

Alecia Hinegardner

Jeanne Olson, Linda Tidei,
Robert Schwalm

Albert Melton, Bob Odman



PREACHING SCHEDULE

JULY 2011
DATE THEME
7/10 THE GOOD SAMARITAN
7117 THE PERSISTENT WIDOW
7124 THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS
7/31 COUNTING THE CosST

IN ACTION

Faith in Action is seeking program
director for not-for-profit interfaith network of
volunteers, faith congregations and
community organizations.

Applicants must have strong written and
verbal communication skills; strong marketing,
public relations or fund raising experience;
and the ability to work with diverse groups of
people and faiths; must be self directed,
mission-driven, and maintain a positive
attitude.

Experience with leadership, planning,
budgeting and collaboration is preferred; must
have management experience and a minimum
of a bachelor’'s degree.

Resumes may be submitted to
Sandy Holcomb - sandyh@bnfia.org.
Please include three references
(at least one professional).

“‘SUMMER OF STORIES:
JESUS’ PARABLES”

TEXTS
Luke 10:25-37
Luke 18:1-8
Luke 16:19-31
Luke 14:25-34

HANK YOU!

........ to everyone who contributed toward
helping the people of Joplin , MO last month.
In just one week, you raised over $2,500!!
Not only were we able to purchase and ship
60 sleeping bags to families in need, but we
sent FPC Joplin the remaining money you
donated, to help cover the remaining
expenses that will certainly come up over the
next several months.

Thanks for being Christ’'s hands and feet for
the people of Joplin in this difficult time

Gabrielle Schwalm &, Josh,
Dick’s manager, with one of the
sleeping bags we shipped.



When | was hungry, you gave me
something to eat, and when | was thirsty, you
gave me something to drink. When | was a
stranger, you welcomed me, and when | was
naked you gave me clothes to wear. When |
was sick, you took care of me, and when | was
in prison, you visited me..... Whenever you
did it for any of my people, no matter now
unimportant they seemed, you did it for me.

Matthew 25: 35-36, 40

Would you like to put your faith into
action, stretch your horizons a little, learn to
see the homeless and downtrodden in a
different perspective? Would you like to
establish relationships with people who differ
from you but are also God's children? Would
you like to see how God can use you in an
environment different from what we have here
in Bloomington/Normal?

We have an opportunity for you to learn
and serve in the name of Jesus Christ. We
are planning an adult mission trip for ten
people ages 18 and above to the inner city of
Chicago October 14-16.

Under the auspices of the Center for
Student Missions, we will stay in their
headquarters building, eat in local ethnic
restaurants, and, most importantly, meet and
serve people in need. We might be playing
with children in an after-school program,
feeding the hungry, or just talking with people
at a shelter.

To learn more about the Center for
Student Missions, go to their web site:
www.csm.org . There will be an informational
meeting for those who express interest in
making this trip. For more information or to
express interest, talk with Marilea White at
820-7670 or marileaw@frontier.com, or see
her at church.

With the work of volunteers during Blast
Week preceding our 2™ Saturday Team Build
in June, there was meaningful work to be
done and a lot accomplished.

FPC members who worked Blitz or
Team Build were John Anderson, Don Peters,
Roger Reinmann, Phil Eaton, Sheila Melzer,
Kameron & Barbara Cox, Nancy Annegers,
Mark Klinger, Don Merritt, Dave Eaton, and
Tim Woollen who serves as our Team Leader
joined Angelica and Jair Patino, the new
owners. Bill Tolone, from St Mary [another
Sponsor and the church of our family] helped
us get a lot of work done. "Big John" the
Habitat staff person with construction
expertise was most helpful. Refreshments
brought at 10:00 a.m. by Joyce Reinman and
Kay Franz provided encouragement and an
opportunity to get better acquainted.

The July 11 Build has a number of older
youth and a parent have signed up, and
possibly some children will be responsible for
refreshments that morning.

We are still looking for volunteers to
make up the Work Team on 2" Saturday in
August - October. If you can make a
commitment, at one of those times, please
sign up on the poster at church or call Anne
Eaton (309-244-5460).

Submitted by Deacons Mission Promotion



SAFE HARBOR COORDINATORS

We have been serving dinner at Safe
Harbor, the Salvation Army's residence on 1st
Thursday nights. There are some pictures on
the poster in the Narthex of the June group.
We are anxious to have a number of people to
volunteer to be Coordinator for this food
ministry for August - December.

The Coordinator plans the menu and
asks five or six others to assist in shopping,
preparing and serving the meal.

If you a part of a small group or have
five friends, please consider making a
commitment by signing up in the Narthex.

For further information, call Dave Eaton,
309-244-5460 or talk to some of those who
have served already this year.

YOU ARE INVITED TO:
THE ORDINATION SERVICE OF

EMILY RENEE WILLIAMS

(OUR FORMER JUNIOR HIGH INTERN)

AUGUST 14
3:00 P.M™.
GLEN OAK CHRISTIAN CHURCH
1115 E. REPUBLIC, PEORIA

SERVICE WITH RECEPTION TO FOLLOW

Disciple (dis-ci-ple): One who responds in faith
and obedience to the gracious call to follow
Jesus Christ.

Discipling (dis-ci-pling) : An intentional
relationship in which we walk alongside other
disciples in order to encourage, equip and
challenge one another in love to grow toward
maturity in Christ. This includes equipping the
disciple to teach others as well.

Discipleship Groups

(dis-ci'ple-ship groops):
A ministry of First Presbyterian Church where
groups of Christians gather together to grow in
their Christian faith and develop deeper
relationships with one another.

“D-Group is a small, intimate group that "does

life" together. We come alongside each other

to encourage and support one another in life.

We dig deeper in our faith and examine the

ways that God is working. We pray together &

we listen to the ways that God is asking us to
be in deeper relationship with him.”
-Cara McMorris, member/leader

“In D-Group we learn and study the essentials,
with each other to encourage, equip, and
challenge one another with love to build our
life in Christ.”

-Steve Gruenberg, former member

Discipleship Groups typically meet about
every other week, for one year

New groups will be forming in the fall

Contact Pastor Becca Bruner if you are
interested!



ATTENTION: COOKIE BAKERS

In keeping with the worship message
about the mustard seed and small beginnings;
Kelley’s children's sermon comments about
our participation with Habitat for Humanity
we thought perhaps parents and children
would like to bake cookies for the July 9 work
day. That Saturday is our Youth Build day,
and this would allow our younger children to
participate, since they cannot actually be at
the work-site.

If you can do this, bring a dozen or two
of cookies to the church on Friday, July 8,
9:00 a.m. - Noon. We will make sure they are
delivered to the site Saturday morning.
Remember — a side benefit is that you get to
sample some of your cookies!

If you can, bring a dozen or so of
cookies to the church Friday, July 8,

9:00 a.m. - Noon Questions: please call
Joyce Reinmann (454-2101)

Friday, July 22
5:30 - 9:00 P.M.

Parents, have a night out while their children
play at church supervised by our great
childcare workers.

Fee is $5/family
RSVP to Carol welcome@firstpresnormal.org

Deadline is no later than 3:00 p.m. July 20

ANITA GILMORE
2025 E. LINCOLN ST.
#2325
BLOOMINGTON, IL 61701
662-1032

BY JEFFREY MARX
Season of Life: A Football Star, a Boy,
a Journey to Manhood

BY EMERSON EGGERICH
Love & Respect: The Love She Most
Desires; The Respect He Desperately Needs

BY JOHN ELDRIDGE
Wild at Heart: Discovering the Secret
of a Man’s Soul

Captivating: Unveiling the Mystery
of a Woman’s Soul

BY HENRY J.M. NOUWEN
Bread for the Journey: A Daybook of
Wisdom & Faith

The Return of the Prodigal Son



FEATURED in
GREAT HALL GALLERY

Thanks go to Sam Hensey for hanging
his watercolor paintings for June & July in the
Great Hallway.

Sam brings outstanding talent in realistic
painting. This group of pictures highlights his
ability to do a variety of techniques. Come, sit
back, and study his approaches. One will also
recognize some of his grandchildren!

(article continues in next column)

10

Sam graduated from high school in
DePue, lllinois. He received Bachelor and
Master’s Degrees in Architecture from the
University of lllinois, Champaign-

Urbana. Sam is a retired architectural
consultant from State Farm Insurance
Company.

He was reintroduced to the watercolor
medium by the late Fred Mills, Chairman of
lllinois State University Art Department. He
attended workshops taught by
Watercolorists Tom Francesconi and Fealing
Lin. He also attended classes taught by local
artists Nia Pirnat, Ed Burton and the late
Jeanne Ledbetter.

Sam is a member of the Transparent
Watercolor Society of America.

Submitted by Margaret Wolf



