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DECEMBER FIRST FOCUS

T oeoRS

DECEMBER 4
Worship/Communion
Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

DECEMBER 11
Worship
Third Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

DECEMBER 18
Worship
Fourth Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve Services
7:00 p.m. & 9:00 p.m.

DECEMBER 25
Merry Christmas
Worship - 10:00 a.m.

JANUARY 1
Happy New Year
Worship/Communion - 10:00 a.m.

Dear Friends ,

In this holy season we proclaim the
stunning message that God dwells among us
in Jesus—in human flesh. Among the many
meanings of the Incarnation is this: human
bodies matter to the Creator, and our call is to
respond to needs of food, medical care, and
shelter. Bodies matter, especially the weak,
the hungry, and the vulnerable.

During Advent this year, we will be
focusing on the region known as the Horn of
Africa, where prolonged drought, war, and
record food prices have led to massive hunger
and famine. The UN estimates that 750,000
people are under immediate threat of
starvation; a total of 12 million are in need of
food aid. The nation of Somalia is hardest hit;
parts of Kenya, Eritrea, Djibouti, and Ethiopia
are also affected.

world Vision®

Building a better world for children

Through the weeks leading up to
Christmas, and culminating in our Christmas
Eve offering, we will have opportunity to
respond to this crisis with our gifts. We may
choose to express our concern by foregoing a
meal, a snack, or an activity, and putting
money toward this cause. World Vision has
ministered in this area for years and is
positioned to bring help and hope. Checks
should be made to First Presbyterian Church,
and marked “Africa Famine.”

This Advent, and always, let us pursue
our commitment to the needy world that
Bethlehem’s child came to save.

Blessings, Larry
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REV. CHESTER C. O'NEAL
October 19, 1929 — December 1, 2011

To “ Anonymous ”

We are deeply moved and extremely
grateful for your amazing gift.
We wish you a very joyful and blessed
Christmas season.

If you or %Pur cfhild(ren) seek,

A
_ 4 Baptism_
please coritac nro# 88 (% &
Pastors Gaylord or Bruner ) *

make a
difference
# %

6:30 - 7:15 a.m. Lounge
This group is open to all men.
Next meeting dates: December 19,
January 2, 16 & 30




FIRST PRES
MONDAY, JANUARY 30
4:00 - 7:30 PMm.

Last date to donate blood and
be eligible for this drive is
Dec.5.

The Family of Chet O’Neal
Julia Bower , Lynn Litwiller's grandmother,
virus

Bill Haueisen , Lynn Litwiller's stepdad,
pneumonia complications
Lea Spinks
Dolores Theile, infection, Dave’s mom
Andy Hinegardner, infection
Joey, 8 yr old cancer patient
Rick Modine, friend of several church
members, lung cancer
Janice Kirk , Chelsea Pokrzywinski‘s mother,
cardiac procedure
Faith Ten Haken’s nephew, pacemaker
Susan Lykkebak Smith, lung cancer,
sister of Nan Rutledge
John Johnston
Margaret Foster
David Merrick, cancer,
friend of Kelley Becker
Lori Groetken, cancer,
friend of Gary & Wendy Satchwell
Taryn Northrup, medulloblastoma,
niece of Debbie Hanchett
Bill, Pat & Rob Laughlin

e~ APPLE & WHITE GRAPE JUICE

CEAERER TN

“
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Please put your donations

in the upstairs kitchen.
Thank you for

your contributions.

needed.

Please leave NON-PERISHABLE donations

in the SHARE containers between the
sets of double doors at either entrance of
the building .

MONTHLY {EZETERER
is the 15 " of the
previous month.

DEAR CONGREGATION,

\ for making my birthday so
special. You are a wonderful church
family, | truly appreciate all your
expressions of love and blessing.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Larry



The
Journey

SUNDAY MORNING 9:45 A.M.

Now through Sunday Dec. 18, journey
with Adam Hamilton as he travels from
Nazareth to Bethlehem in The Journey .

Using historical information,
archeological data, and a personal look at
some of the stories surrounding the birth, the
most amazing moment in history will become
more real and heartfelt as you walk along this
road.

Books and Devotionals available for
purchase at the Adult Discipleship table.

; Ve are inofted to:
L

(Frinst Pres. @@@

Decembev, 18K, at 6:50 pm
CP&QJ&M rwfw an ﬁﬂﬁlszzy 9/
fema{zﬁof IR, tme,:g/ desserds
warm drink. (%%wmm‘g? %’W
witl be m&m {o J’ezzf/?& the
Sission " Trip 2012 fund.
( @&ﬁﬁw/ 12" ,mom’afxf FREE.

Kemmerer "l."i[|agc
Helping Today's Child

KEMMERER KIDS CHRISTMAS GIFTS

First Pres. has quite a long tradition of
gifting the young people at Kemmerer -- a
Presbyterian Children’s Home where many
of their clients are youth from difficult
homes unable to provide appropriate care
for them.

We have 15 girls and boys this year. If
none are left, please consider obtaining
several of the general gifts which can be
used by staff to ‘even out' gifts which will be
received.

There are suggestions on the Kemmerer
board in the main hallway, produced by the
Harms family. Gifts need to be back at
FPC by Dec 11 for pick up

ADVENT UNDECORATING

JANUARY 8
AT NOON
FOLLOWING SECOND SERVICE
LUNCH PROVIDED.
ALL HELP IS GREATLY APPRECIATED

KAREN EARING-WINTER
273 BIG SANDY RD.
TELFORD, TN 37690
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2012 ORDER FORM J

NAME: { -~ 8 uﬁ'J

PLEASE SUBMIT THIS FORM TO THE CHURCH

OFFICE
WITH YOUR $35 PAYMENT PER ORDER ATTACHED Jan. 4 Mary Kay Stimpert
_ Jan. 5 Mary Phillips, Matt Haas
Indicate below the Sunday(s) you prefer by Jan. 7 Gloria Kelley
ﬁlirgl}g? the month & day and the occasion Jan. 8 Lucy Patterson
EE— Jan. 10 Sydney Frey
INMEMORY oF/ HONOR oF/ DEDICATED To: Jan. 11 Peggy Steinkraus
Jan. 12 Dave Franz, Brent Evenson,
Don Thorpe, Tyler Mousty
Jan. 13 Scott Kiel, Noah Litwiller
Jan. 14 Mike Gizzi, Jason Han
JAN. 1 8 15 22 29 Jan. 15 Marianne Bullard,
Leslie Sabick, Tierra Jolly
FEB. S 12 19 26 Jan. 16 Michele Kinley, Tod Meyer
MARCH 4 11 18 25 Jan. 17 Aprile O’Keefe, Tyler Haines,
Seth Lambert
APRIL 1 8 15 22 29 Jan. 19 Carol Kehl
Jan. 20 Don Merritt, Marti Barwick
MAY 6 13 20 27 Jan. 21 Tony Tidei
Jan. 23 Clara Fry, Yvonne Hubbard
JUNE 3 10 17 24 Jan. 24 Kelsey Kern
Jan. 25 Kay Franz, Claire Meyer
JULY 1 8 15 22 29 Jan. 26 Beth Smith, Kurt Benckendorf,
Don Rutledge, Tom Harms,
AUGUST 5 12 19 26 Ke|sey Kin|ey
Jan. 27 Jim Devore, Andy Jun,
SEPT. 2 9 16 23 30 Aaron Lock
Jan. 28 Jim Williams
OCT. 7 14 21 28 Jan. 30 Beth Heitz
Jan. 31 Judy Lindsay, Lauren Bartel,
NOV. 4 11 18 25 Taylor Kern
S G R g
DEC. 2 9 16 23 30 STAFF, COMMITTEE &

CHURCH GROUP
CHAIRS:

OFFICE USE: Check/Cash: Rec'd

Please have your 2011
year-end report to Carol
no later than Friday,

H 1 U-l'!l[- January 6, 2012.
REP{]RT _You can leave your report

in my mailbox or e-mail to
welcome@ firstpresnormal.org




PREACHING SCHEDULE

ADVENT 2011
DATE THEME TEXT
12/11 The Gifts of the Season: Matthew 1:18-25
All I Want for Christmas is... Peace Isaiah 11:1-9
“Do not be afraid”
12/18 The Gifts of the Season: Luke 2:8-20
All I Want for Christmas is... Joy 1 Peter 1:3-9
“I bring you good news of great joy
for all the people!”
12/24 The Gifts of the Season:
All I Want for Christmas is... a Savior
“For unto YOU is born a Savior...”
12/25 Christmas Gifts
1/1 The Gift of Healing
1/8 The Gifts of the Other Wise Man Matthew 2:1-12

Matthew
25:31-40

PLEASE REMEMBER TO COMPLETE YOUR
2011 CHURCH FINANCIAL COMMITMENT
NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 30

The CHRISTMAS JOY

GIFT is the last PCUSA
offering of the year. It has a
long history of important
support for two groups: 1]
Ethnic and racial schools
related to our denomination,
and 2] Supplemental grants
for church retirees -- many
who have needs which go
beyond retirement resources generated by
their salaries many years ago.

We will have interpretation inserts in the
worship bulletins this month. Gifts may be
made throughout the month by using one of
the JOY envelopes or by marking your check
"Joy Gift" in the memo line.




In the next 12 seconds, another
hungry child will die.

In the Horn of Africa, hunger is stalking 12.4
million people, with 35 percent of all childrentime
region now facing emergency levels of
malnutrition. Children and families are in urgent
need of help following months of severe drought,
high food prices, and civil unrest.

World Vision is leading the effort to
end hunger.

World Vision is on the front lines of the fight
against hunger. They are responding by distributing
therapeutic food for children, clean water, sturdy
tents, and essential medical care. World Vision
fights hunger around the globe with short-term
emergency food aid and long-term agricultural
solutions to help people feed their own
communities. They also advocate for the hungry,
speaking on their behalf.

mmﬁ e |

We can make a difference in the
fight against hunger.

This Christmas season, as we reflect on the giéts w
havereceivedin Christ- gifts ofhope, love, peace
and joy- we cangivethose very same gifts to a
world in need

A small sacrifice can make a world
of difference.

This Christmas, consider giving up one thing... a
cup of coffee, a meal, a gift under the tree... gipe
one thing for you and instead, donate that money to
help in the fight against hunger in the horn of
Africa.

All I want for Christmas...

...Is hope, love, peace, and joy. That's what
we all want. It's what God wants too. Let’s
share the real gifts of the season with the
world

Sunday, December 18 and Christmas Eve,
we will be taking special offerings to fight hunger

in the Horn of Africa.

Checks can be made out to First Presbyterian Church,
with “Fight Hunger” in the memo line.




day in July.

Dadaab refugee camp, Kenya,
currently home to more than day.

500,000 people.

Delivering
clean water to refugees
and improving access
to clean water within

Providing therapeutic
food for malnourished
children and distributing
life-saving food supplies
to hungry families

communities

Nearly 1,300 refugees
arrived in Kenya every

Several hundred refugees
arrive in Ethiopia every

* The world’s first famine since the 1980s declared in Somalia

* The region’s worst drought in six decades, with 30% less
rainfall than previous years

+ Extreme hunger and malnutrition in Kenya and Ethiopia

Crops aren't growing and prices
of staple foods are rising: white maize
is up 51%, yellow maize up 100%, red
sorghum up 240%.

Livestock are dying at rates
as high as 40 to 60%.

g Political instability
in Somalia is compounding the crisis.
Hunger and conflict are forcing families
to flee: one in four Somalis—nearly

2 million people—have been displaced.
Refugees are flooding into Kenya and
Ethiopia, where food is already scarce.

Screening
children for malnutrition
and enabling them to
receive critical care and
support

Providing
farming communities with
drought-resistant seeds and
equipping them to grow
healthy crops




