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Dear Friends,

In Christian spiritual formation there is
the central concept of blessing those who
have harmed us, and doing good to those who
have taken much from us. This Christian
teaching goes against the grain of our human
impulse to claim our rights and get our due.
Yet it is our calling.

Sundar Singh was a great evangelist of
India. Many times he was beaten, robbed, and
slandered by his opponents. His response
was to pray for them, turn the other cheek,
and give them whatever food and money he
had. Such a Christlike response made a deep
impression on the people of India and Tibet
where he ministered. It was the result of
Sundar Singh’s lifelong determination to follow
Christ’s teachings in every aspect of his
existence.

When we are wronged in any way, let us
remember the Lord’s call to answer with good
and not evil.

Blessings, Larry

Prayer... T he (ltimate

Wireless C onnection




If you or your child(ren) seek,

| Holy
Baptlsm

| please contact
Pastors Gaylord or Bruner

Ann Farnsworth, on the death
of her grandson, Geoffrey
Sheila Melzer, back surgery
Susan Lykkebak Smith, lung cancer,
sister of Nan Rutledge
Rick Reno & Family, lung biopsy surgery
David Brent & family, on the death
of his brother, Alan

John Johnston
Margaret Foster
Jim Kerr, surgery, Mary Evenson’s dad
Steve Kimball, surgery, son of Mary Lou
David Merrick, cancer,
friend of Kelley Becker
Lori Groetken, cancer,
friend of Gary & Wendy Satchwell
Taryn Northrup, medulloblastoma,
niece of Debbie Hanchett
Bill, Pat & Rob Laughlin

BOOK STUDY
GROUP
9:00 A.M.
THURSDAYS

ﬁ{}

Deadline f
MONTHLY issues
Is the 15th
of the
previous month.

ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
SUNDAY MORNING —9:45 A M.
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A series of classes designed to equip & enrich
men and women with the necessary tools to
find, love, and serve Jesus Christ.
Brochures available

Sermon-based, Bible-study classes that speak
to the everyday issues of life

MAKING THE CLIMB
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
Sept. 11- Nov. 20
Great Hall

Nowhere does Jesus talk more clearly
about what it looks like to follow him than in
the Sermon on the Mount. It's a provocative
and counter-cultural announcement about
what happens when God shows up: the poor,
the meek, and those who mourn— even these
groups are called “blessed”. And the
seemingly impossible happens: enemies are
loved, the poor are cared for, people mean
what they say. God’s will is done on earth.

For 10 Weeks this fall, we will gather
in groups to learn from Jesus Himself how
to live this Kingdom life today.

Quench Café
A time for parents, friends & anyone
who loves Jesus, kids, AND coffee!
NEVER MIND THE JONESES:
TAKING THE FEAR OUT OF PARENTING
Sept. 11- Oct. 23
Downstairs Kitchen

How can parents nurture their
families with confidence, without
the fear that they are making
some big mistake? Set yourself
free from worrying about
comparing yourself to the Joneses s
or anyone else. Learn how to build

core Christian values into your »
children in a way that fits who God =~ " smrromw @
made your family to be, unique

and different from every other family.

Facilitated by: Sandy Theile & friends

NEvER MIND

THE JONESES




A chance to do some “heavy lifting” &
engage in deeper Biblical, historical &
theological study.

LIVING THE QUESTIONS, PART III:
CALLED TO COVENANT
September 11— October 23
Library

Living the

e

This series creates an environment
where participants interact with one another in
exploring current theological thought. Featured
are conversations with 30 of today's leading
religious voices.

Facilitated by: Marilyn Townley,

Carol Schrantz & friends

November 6-20
Library

The Communication and Commitment is
a course for Christian Couples with good
marriages. The sessions will provide for
couples to evaluate the areas in which they
would like to grow.

Classes will involve discussion and
practice of a variety of communication
styles. Each couple will be encouraged to
develop a plan for continued growth in their
relationship and regular review of their
progress. No cost to participants, but each
couple will be asked to commit to some
'‘homework’ between sessions.

Facilitated by: Dave & Anne Eaton
Celebrating their 50th Anniversary this year
and still working on growth in their marriage

Marriage
Enrichment
W- Class

e
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HUNGRY

Please leave NON-PERISHABLE donations in

the SHARE containers between the sets of
double doors at either entrance of the building.

APPLE AND/OR WHITE GRAPE JUICE
is needed.
Please put your donations
in the upstairs kitchen.




BE A GREETER: Two persons are needed at
each door. SIGN UP BOOK is located on the
counter near the office.

ATTENDANCE

07/10 — 268
07/17 - 233
07/24 - 215
07/31 - 256

A
WORSHIP THe

LORD!

“We make a living by what we get;
we make a life by what we give.”
Winston Churchill (1874-1965)
British Prime Minister

Acts 20:35
“Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to

give than to receive’.

6:30 - 7:15 a.m. Lounge
This group is open to all men.
Next meeting dates: August 8 & 22

This summer the Children’s Ministry Team
would like to invite families of all ages,
shapes and sizes to serve at Home Sweet
Home Mission.

SELECTED SUMMER
WEEKDAYS:

Reading & playing with
HSH kids: when
volunteers are
available, we can
schedule 1-2 hour time
slots in which we can ¢
help entertain the young guests.

AUG. 7, 4-6 p.m.:
We will serve ice cream
to the Home Sweet Home

games with the children. .
This will be a great all- &
church event! L s

Questions: Contact Patty Kelly
585-0298 or kelly.psps@gmail.com




. Dear Church Family,
\ My heart is filled
k{(JO with gratitude for your
‘(]*Wm prayers during my recent
‘ illness--prayers offered in
word and deed.

Your kindness and
compassion have touched me deeply. My
recovery continues.

Thank you so much for your prayerful,
caring witness to God's love in Christ.
Gratefully, Doris Gaylord
*kkkkkkkkhkkkkkhhkkkkhhkkhkhkkhhkkkhhhkhkhkhhhkkhhhhhkhhikkhhhhkhkiixk
Dear Congregation
Thank you for all your prayers and
concern for my son Jeff. He has received a
very good report from the doctor. Your support
has been greatly appreciated.
Sincerely, Katherine Stelle

3
1 $2)
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A 72-hour experience located at Lake
Bloomington beginning on Thursday evening
and ending Sunday evening.

For three days, guests live and study
together in a worshipful time of singing, prayer
and discussion.

This weekend experience is for anyone
who:

- wishes to strengthen his/her spiritual life
wants to have a better understanding of
prayer, the sacraments, study and
Christian action
strives to live a Christian life that bears
fruit for God
seeks to know Jesus as Lord and Savior
and to make Him known

Contact Pastor Bruner or

Cara McMorris (themcs7@gmail.com )

CSM

ADULT MISSION TRIP

As of this printing, we have seven
people who have signed up to go on the adult
mission trip to Chicago October 14-16. There
is room for 3-6 more and we hope to have at
least 10 in order to do the work which will be
set before us. _

We will stay in the dorms at Center for
Student Missions, sleeping in bunk beds, and
get our meals at local, ethnic restaurants, and
we will attend a nearby church on Sunday

mornirgjq. . . .
_ Our work will consist of preparing and
serving food, talking with homeless people in
a shelter, playlng with children in day care, or
whatever is needed to meet local needs. We
will tour some of the inner-city of Chicago and
learn about the area in which we will serve
and the people who call it home. .
_This is an opportunity to meet with other
Christians and to serve in the name of Jesus
Christ. We will learn about people of different
cultures and about how we are all children of
God and therefore all alike. _

If you are interested in learning more
about this adventure, or ready to sign up,
please contact Marilea White at 820-7670 or
marileaw@frontier.com

I you want to help but cannot actually
attend the mission weekend, you might be
able to meet some of the needs of CSM. If
you are able to donate any of these items, we
will take them to CSM:

folding chairs or camping chairs

vacuum cleaners

. large coffee percolator
airpot (large, travel coffee dispenser)
coffee maker
~_ toaster
laminating pouches 11" x 13"
_ _ manila envelopes
ink cartridges (HP Delskjlet D4360, black or
color

_ Aoens
gift cards to Staples
microwave

We covet&/our prayers of support in our
endeavor to be Christ's hands and feet

Submitted by Marilea White



groups for people

Discipleship Groups

A place to become more like

Disciple (dis-ci-ple): One who responds in faith
and obedience to the gracious call to follow
Jesus Christ.

Discipling (dis-ci-pling) : An intentional
relationship in which we walk alongside other
disciples in order to encourage, equip and
challenge one another in love to grow toward
maturity in Christ. This includes equipping the
disciple to teach others as well.

Discipleship Groups

(dis-ci'ple-ship groops):
A ministry of First Presbyterian Church where
groups of Christians gather together to grow in
their Christian faith and develop deeper
relationships with one another.

“D-Group is a small, intimate group that "does

life" together. We come alongside each other

to encourage and support one another in life.

We dig deeper in our faith and examine the

ways that God is working. We pray together &

we listen to the ways that God is asking us to
be in deeper relationship with him.”
-Cara McMorris, member/leader

“In D-Group we learn and study the essentials,
with each other to encourage, equip, and
challenge one another with love to
build our life in Christ.”

-Steve Gruenberg, former member

Discipleship Groups typically meet about
every other week, for one year

New groups will be forming in the fall

Contact Pastor Becca Bruner if you are
interested!
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Lisa Fehrman

Sue O’Neal

Becky Ehredt

Amy Ellington,

Andrea Hinegardner

Lila Gardner, Carol Brewer
Carol Schrantz, Andrew Hess,
Reid Leber, Karen Kinley
Joe Painter

Nancy Lott, Kevin Haas
Jennifer Florence,

Elizabeth Cobert

Garland Lacey, Andy Heikes
Shirley Lacey, Jim Presley
Judy Woodward,

Jana Mortimer

Lisa Bathe

Janet Peters,

Marie Nebel-Schwalm
Dorothy Koppenhoefer,

Joe Benscoter, Todd Smith
Byron Benscoter, Barb Bouas,
Dan Holland, Jonathan Rink,
Kurt Kinley

Mons Schrantz, Susan Frank
Pat Parsons, Donna Leamer
Miller Eaton

Bob Ward

David Brent, William Maier
Becca Rice, Barb Reinagle-Cox
Jerry Ringer, Phil Enge,

Lori Kennedy, Dana Winters
Ken Doss, Laura Ewan,
Blake Meyer

Mollye Cooper

Peggy Grove, Steve Barwick
Patty Carlson, Angella Riddle
Rachel Wilson



The Connections Committee is

looking for volunteers  to help with a
variety of upcoming events. If you are able to
lend your time and talents for any of these, we
would love to hear from you!

Sunday, August 7 : Members are
needed to attend and help serve treats at the
Ice Cream Social at Home Sweet Home
Mission.

Saturday, August 20 : People
are needed to help prepare food,
decorate the Great Hall and serve attendees at
our Senior Luncheon. Also, if you have travel
related items (souvenirs, ethnic clothing,
books, etc) that you would be willing to loan for
decorations/centerpieces, we would appreciate
the use of them.

Sunday, August 28 : Volunteers are
needed to help supervise activities during our
Summer Celebration . Activities planned
include a bounce house, dunk tank (sitters also
needed) and lawn games.

If you are able to volunteer for any (or
all) of these events, please contact Becca Rice
(bobbecca3@msn.com or 452-1561).

o

If your SMALL GROUP met at the church this
past school year and you are planning on
doing so again this fall, please contact Carol in
the office ASAP to get your group on the
2011-12 calendar.

ALSO: If your child will be in
KINDERGARTEN for the 2011-12 school year,
_ please let Carol know.
E-mail: welcome@firstpresnormal.org

FIRST PRES FOLK
IN MISSION JULY 9

Saturday, July 9 15 FPC folk donated blood in
the Great Hall plus others offering their blood,
volunteering or bringing refreshments
for the Drive.

Others engaged in Youth Build
construction at our Habitat House, 517 W.
Oakland, included: Tim Woollen, crew boss;
Kylie & Jim Thompson, Dustin & Dana Sutton,
Elliott Evenson, Miller & Philip Eaton.

Our 2nd Saturday build team is full for
August, but we have openings for September
and October. First Saturday volunteers are
needed through Habitat web-site
www.habitatmclean.org

We are grateful for your involvement in
these and other ministries, such as special
support for Home Sweet Home Ministries this
summer! Joy and Just Peace be with you!

Submitted by Deacon's Mission Promotion



Come take a trip "Around the
World" without ever leaving Normal! How, you
may ask? Attend our ANNUAL SENIOR
LUNCHEON Saturday, August 20.

From 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. you can
view artifacts from many different regions of
the world, socialize with your friends, hear from
an engaging speaker and, of course, enjoy a
delicious meal.

Invitations have been sent so be sure to
reserve your spot now! You can RSVP to
Ginny Clarahan vclarahan@gmail.com.

Friday, August 26
5:30 - 9:00 P.M.

Parents, have a night out while their children
play at church supervised by our great
childcare workers.

Fee is $5/family
RSVP to Carol welcome@firstpresnormal.org

Deadline is no later than
3:00 p.m. Auqust 24
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FALL 2011 SERMON SERIES
“The Sermon on the Mount”

DATE

9/11

9/18

9/25

10/2

10/9

10/16

10/23

10/30

11/6

11/13

11/20

THEME & SERMON TEXT

How TO...BE BLESSED
MATTHEW 5:1-12
How T0O...MAKE A DIFFERENCE
MATTHEW 5:13-16
How TO...BE GREAT
MATTHEW 5:17-20
How T0...HAVE HEALTHY
RELATIONSHIPS, PART |
MATTHEW 5:21-30
How TO...LOVE YOUR ENEMIES
MATTHEW 5:38-48
How T10...NOT BE RELIGIOUS
MATTHEW 6:1-6, 16-18
How T0...GET AHEAD, GOD’S WAY
MATTHEW 6:19-34
CONSECRATION SUNDAY
How To...HAVE HEALTHY
RELATIONSHIPS, PART Il
MATTHEW 7:1-12
How T0O...DISCERN THE TRUTH
MATTHEW 7:13-20

How TO...STAND FIRM TO THE END
MATTHEW 7:21-29

OPENING THE SCHOOL YEAR IN PRAYER

AUGUST 16
7:00 P.M.
EASTVIEW CHURCH

If you are the last person or persons to
leave the church on any given day,
please make sure all outside doors

are locked .

We have had several instances where doors
were left unlocked and in the morning when
staff is here by themselves suddenly find
visitors standing in their office doorway.
Thanks for keeping this in mind as you
meet in the church building.

DARREN BRANT
1202 Hanson Drive
Normal, IL 61761

(309) 530-5400

MARIANNE CIRCLE
"Confessing the Beatitudes"
by Margaret Aymer.
Beginning Wednesday, September 21,
1:30 p.m. and meeting the third Wednesday of
each month through May.
A time of fellowship and study extended
to all women of the church.
Sound interesting and stimulating? Order a
study book by contacting Louise Crumpler,
309-4541837 or lou5340@frontier.com.




Would you like to move out of public
housing? Are you having trouble paying rent?
Do you live in an unsafe neighborhood?
Does your residence need constant repairs?
Is your residence too small for your family?
Are you in need of a home?

If you answered yes to any of these
guestions (or know someone who would),
Habitat for Humanity of McLean County would
love to assist you along the path to
homeownership.

Habitat for Humanity is a Christian
housing ministry that seeks to partner with
individuals and families who have a genuine
need for a decent home. Habitat selects
homeowners based on housing need (e.g.,
inadequate housing, overcrowding, or
subsidized housing), ability to make monthly
mortgage payments, and willingness to
partner with Habitat for Humanity.

If you or someone you know is
interested in working to obtain a home or
volunteering, please visit our website at
www.habitatmclean.org, call us at
309.827.3931, or visit our office at 301 N.
Main St., Bloomington.

Submitted by Toni Molck
Family & Volunteer Manager

There are still items from Church Camp on
the table in the main hallway.
Please claim your belongings.

Thank you.

10

PT Residential Associate
3"° SHIFT POSITION
The ideal candidate will be a self starter who
works well independently, has superb
judgment, ability to set appropriate limits with
clients, and a demonstrated ability to show
hospitality to anyone who walks through our
doors. Duties include maintaining security of
building and grounds, assisting with meeting
basic client needs, and communicating record
of noteworthy events to staff via email.
Submit application &/or resume on line
http://www.hshministries.org/get_involved/
application_form.php
or at
Billy Shelper Center
303 E. Oakland, Bloomington, IL 61701
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk H E L P N E E D E D kkkkkkkkkkkk
HSH has just acquired a new warehouse that
will help with growth, etc. This warehouse has
been sitting empty for years so we have our
work set out for us. Due to our current lease
expiring in September we have a short amount
of time to get the job done.
Some projects will require some skills:
Cutting and removing pallet racks
Patching walls
Painting
Sealing floors
Other projects require those willing to help:
Deep cleaning of several rooms/bathrooms
Scrubbing walls/floors
Shoveling muck out of a dock
Pressure washing walls & floors
Projects to take place later:
Moving of items from current location

to new warehouse
kkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkhkkhkkkkhkhkhkhkkkhkhkkkkkhkkkkikk

HSH is in need of the following supplies for
']Ehﬁir children to be ready to attend school this
all:
Backpacks, Rulers, Protractors, Compass,

Folders, Spiral Notebooks,

Loose Leaf Paper, Pencils,

Blue/Black Ink Pens, Scissors — child
Glue Sticks, Kleenex

If you have questions or interested in helping,
please contact:

Linda Smith
Office Manager/Volunteer Coordinator
(309) 828-7356



