FIRST
PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

NOVEMBER FIRST FOCUS

First Presbyterian Church is a
lifeline for everyday people
to find, love and serve Jesus.

NOVEMBER 6
Worship/Communion
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

NOVEMBER 13
Worship
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

NOVEMBER 20
Worship
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages
4:00 p.m. ADVENT DECORATING

NOVEMBER 27
Worship
First Sunday of Advent
8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

DECEMBER 4
Worship/Communion
Second Sunday of Advent

8:30 a.m./11:00 a.m.
9:45 a.m. Church school for all ages

Dear Friends ,

“The Psychology of Gratitude” is part of
a course taught by Robert Emmons at the
University of California, Davis.

Research in this area has shown
physical and psychological improvements in
people who regularly give thanks for the gifts
and blessings of life.

Dr. Emmons has found gratitude to be a
key element in a strong and satisfying spiritual
life. He admits that being consistently thankful
is hard work, but his studies show that it is
well worth the effort.

In this season of Thanksgiving, we are
reminded that scripture calls us to lives of
gratitude, every day. We are to recount to
ourselves all the unearned gifts that come our
way, and to praise God for them.

For blessings big and small; for the
challenges that make us grow in faith; for the
privilege of being able to help others; for
freedom and for our country; for the gifts of
forgiveness and salvation in Jesus Christ:
“Let us give thanks to the Lord, who is good;
God'’s steadfast love endures forever.”

Blessings, Larry




If you or your child(ren) seek,

;B aptism_

please coﬁ?tact
Pastors Gaylord or Bruner

BAPTISMS CELEBRATED
October 2
Lyla Kelly Gallagher
Granddaughter of Rob & Becky Mentzer

October 23
Brice Anthony, Halie Ann Marie
& Jasmine Nicole McMorris
Children of Dave & Cara McMorris

Be a Greeter

Two persons are needed at each door.
SIGN UP BOOK is located on the
counter near the office.

BOOK STUDY GROUP
9:00 A.M. THURSDAYS

| BECE

Joey, 8 yr old cancer patient
Rick Modine, friend of several church
members, lung cancer
Janice Kirk , Chelsea Pokrzywinski‘s mother,
cardiac procedure
Faith Ten Haken’s nephew, pacemaker
Shirley Ladue
Susan Lykkebak Smith, lung cancer,
sister of Nan Rutledge
John Johnston
Margaret Foster
David Merrick, cancer,
friend of Kelley Becker
Lori Groetken, cancer,
friend of Gary & Wendy Satchwell
Taryn Northrup, medulloblastoma,
niece of Debbie Hanchett
Bill, Pat & Rob Laughlin
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make a
difference.

# 3
6:30 - 7:15 a.m. Lounge
This group is open to all men.
Next meeting dates: November 7 & 21
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DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME
ENDS NOVEMBER 6

Set your clocks back one hour before you
go to bed Saturday, November 5

STEVE & MARTI BARWICK
15 Bent Ct.
Bloomington, IL 61704
830-7330 (S)
830-7338 (M)

MoLLYE COOPER
2025 E. Lincoln St., #3121
Bloomington, IL 61701
662-7179
mollyecooperl@gmail.com

PAuL & SANDRA HARMON
1762 Lockspur Way
Normal, IL 61761
Home Phone # not available at this time

Our FIRST FOCUS CREW is looking for a few
volunteers to help prepare the newsletter for
mailing once a month. If you would like to
help or have questions contact Carol in the
church office.



SCERIMON
on the

mount

SERIES

MONTHLY SEZEEHER

is the 15 " of the
previous month.

Please leave NON-PERISHABLE donations
in the SHARE containers between the
sets of double doors at either entrance of
the building .

ATTENDANCE 4
o\d
10/09 - 285 B
10/16 - 298 q
10/23 - 293 s
10/30 - 296 WORSHIP THe

LORDI

SUNDAY MORNINGS 9:45 A M.

MAKING THE CLIMB:
THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT
In progress through Nov. 20
Great Hall

Nowhere does Jesus talk more clearly
about what it looks like to follow him than in
the Sermon on the Mount. It's a provocative
and counter-cultural announcement about
what happens when God shows up: the poor,
the meek, and those who mourn— even these
groups are called “blessed”. And the
seemingly impossible happens: enemies are
loved, the poor are cared for, people mean
what they say. God’s will is done on earth.



Better Marriages
Sundays, Nov. 6, 13, 20
Library

This 3 session work shop is designed to
for Christian Couples with good marriages.
The sessions will encourage couples to
evaluate the areas in which they would like to
grow.

Much of each session will involve
guided dialogue between partners, sharing
only if both people agree. Facilitators are
Anne and Dave Eaton, who have celebrated
their 50th Anniversary this year and want to
continue to grow in their relationship.

It will help if you can commit to all three
sessions. Call 1-309-244-5460 with questions
or if you'd like to save a space.

Pa rents”

Uut 7':7

Friday, November 11
5:30 - 9:00 p.m.

Parents, have a night out while their children
play at church supervised by our great
childcare workers. Fee $5/family

RSVP to Carol welcome@firstpresnormal.org

Deadline is no later than Wednesday,
November 9, 3:00 p.m.
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COMING SO0N

SEWING CIRCLE SALE
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 6
8:00 AM. —12:15 P.M.

Think Christmas
Think baby gifts

Quilts of many sizes

(We are in need of metal zippers
for our zippy-dos)

HELP US HELP SUPPORT OUR
MISSION PROGRAMS

THANKSGIVING DINNER
GREAT HALL

NOVEMBER 24

1:00 P.M.

All are welcome! Please sign up on the
sheet outside the office and bring a dish to
share. Turkey, dressing, gravy, drinks and
dinnerware are provided.
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Kelli Buckles, Jade Mortimer
Spencer Smith,

Peyton Schueuermann

Carole Ringer, Jacob Turley
Scott McAllister, Ben Hanchett
Nancy Annegers, Mark Ehredt
Joan Legge

Katherine Stelle, Tim Woollen,
Braden Heitz, Carter McMorris
Katie Henderson,

Wensley Herbert

Carol Kashian, Dana Sutton
Emily Bartel

Sandy Theile, Eric Boeck,
Peter Garrett, Nathan Rice
Vera Roderick, Michael Dowd
Elliott Evenson, Bryler Boeck
Andy Nappi, Polly Swearingen,
Adam Jun

Dona Meador

Becky Mentzer

E’Lane Tufts, Betsy Stout

Erin & Marissa Thompson
Mary Anderson

Janet Devore, Kathy Patterson,
David Woodward

Joe Tidei

Joan Klinger, Jeff Stout

Anne Paxton

Pat Laughlin, Stacie Harms,
Stephanie Hansing
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IN AN INSTANT by Lee & Bob Woodruff
Lee and Bob Woodruff share the couple’s
story of romance, resilience, and survival
following the tragedy that transformed their
lives and gripped a nation; a frank and
compelling account of how Bob and Lee’s
lives came together, were blown apart, and
then were miraculously put together again—
how they persevered, with grit but also with
humor, through intense trauma and fear.

ALZHEIMER'S EARLY STAGES

by Daniel Kuhn, MSW

This is a practical book defining the early
stages of Alzheimer’s ; recommending how to
care for your loved one; and tips on how to
take care of yourself, as well.

IN THE EYE OF THE STORM

by Max Lucado

Max Lucado paints a vivid picture in what he
calls “the second most stressful day in the life
of our Savior.” How did Christ do it? With
keen insight and exacting clarity, Max shows
us the secret of transforming panic into peace,
stress into serenity and chaos into control.

The 3 book reviews above
by Marilyn Hargesheimer

IN THE COMPANY OF OTHERS

by Jan Karon

This is a heartwarming story and the last in
the "Father Tim" series. Father Tim takes his
wife to Ireland. There are a couple of
mysteries they try to help solve. It mentions
all our old friends from the previous books.
It's a very encouraging story about how our
Lord cares for us and is with us through
circumstances we don't understand. We are
reminded how our Lord is always there to
forgive us, no matter what. This was definitely
my favorite book in the series; | only wish it
hadn't ended.

Becky Cobert



The following 3 articles submitted by Dave
Eaton, Deacon's Mission Promotion

Adult Mission Trip to Chicago

The first Adult Mission Trip, in a number
of years, was sponsored by Deacon's Mission
Promotion and organized by Marilea White.

Seven FPC members spent October 14-
16 in mission service in Chicago. Our Host
Center for Student Missions [CSM] arranged
for work at a Food Pantry where we filled
sacks for 300 families, provided activities at a
nursing home for people with disabilities, and
processed clothing at a homeless shelter.

Sunday, we participated in worship at
Lawndale Community Church which engages
in community outreach through a health
ministry, legal center, men's recovery, gym
and fitness center. We ate at three ethnic
restaurants -- Afghani, Mediterranean and
Thai.

We appreciate donations for the 15
passenger bus and donated items for CSM.
Consider joining us for a similar experience in
2012.
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Mission Matters

Recent notes from Deacon's Mission
Promotion

I Kemmerer Kids Christmas gift tree will be
up after Thanksgiving. Adopt a kid for
Christmas.

I Blood Drive Monday, January 30, 4-7 p.m.
We can give the gift of life.

I Safe Harbor 1st Thursday Dinners have
been confirmed for First Pres for 2012.
Sign-up can be made for next year
co-ordinators now.

I Food Donation Liz Weir and Fred Schultz,
First Focus attention to agencies each
month in 2012, emphasis on bringing
donations on 2nd Sunday, Alternative is a
money gift to support fresh food.
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HABITAT FAMILY PATINO
Ready for Move-In House Blessing
October 29

We had a "mini-house blessing" in
Russian from International Peacemaker
Marina Shishova , October 7.

This co-sponsoring of a Habitat House, 517
W. Oakland, included First Pres., Normal,
Wesley United Methodist, and St Mary's
Roman Catholic Church where the Patinos
attend. We especially appreciate the big list
of volunteers from FPC in this Build. We hope
to co-sponsor another Habitat Build in 2013.

The list of volunteer builders from First
Presbyterian include: John Anderson, Nancy
Annagers, Steve Barwick, Diana & Byron
Blair, Barbara & Kameron Cox, Anne & David
Eaton, Miller & Philip Eaton, Becky & Mark
Ehredt, Elliott Evenson, Rob Kelley, Scott
Kelly, Mark Klinger, Scott McAllister, Sheila
Melzer, Don Merritt, Don Peters, Jamie & Kyle
Pott, Roger Reinmann, Todd Smith, Betsy &
Jeff Stout, Dana & Dustin Sutton, Jim & Kylie
Thompson, John Wolter. Tim Woollen, our
continuing Site Representative from FPC was
there virtually every build.

Important to our experience were 'break
times' with refreshments brought by by Kay
Franz, Marilyn Townley, Carol Schrants, Lea
Spinks, Linda Williams, Sally Bailey, Shirley
Redd, Marilyn Hargesheimer, and Sandy
Theile. At the Youth Build in July, we had
cookies from several unidentified
families. Many thanks to all of you!



THANKSGIVING OFFERING OF LETTERS

Sunday, November 20, there will be an
opportunity to write short letters of support for
International Food efforts through Bread for
the World.

Hand-written and computer- written
letters can be generated before and after both
worship services.

Suggestions for wording to encourage
legislation which focuses on the eliminating
hunger and poverty in the U.S. and overseas
will be provided.

Submitted by Mission & Peacemaking
Committees

Sunday, November 13, CROSSROADS
HANDCRAFTS OF THE WORLD will hold a
pre-Christmas sale before the 8:30 a.m.
worship service and also in between services .

Nativities, ornaments, textiles, purses,
etc...all items made by artisans living in poverty
around the world who are paid fairly.
CROSSROADS' goal is to eliminate poverty.

HEIFER PROJECT INTERNATIONAL
gift cards will also be available.

Submitted by Carol Schrantz

3RD ANNUAL
FAMILY

CELEBRATION

Sunday, November 27
9:45 - 10:45 a.m.
Great Hall

Moms & Dads, Grandmas & Grandpas,
Aunts, Uncles, & kids of all ages are invited!

Help us get the Christmas season
started with fun and faith-filled festivities for
the entire family.

Yummy treats, your favorite songs,
creative crafts, and so much more!




Preaching Schedule- Advent 2011

“All | Want for Christmas is...
The Gifts of the Season”

Have you ever woken up the day after life. This gift doesn’t come from any store, nor
Christmas feeling like you missed it? The can it be found under any tree. It can only be
cookies have been baked, the gifts found in relationship with God, given through
unwrapped, the ham eaten, the family come the birth of His only Son.
and gone... and yet you just didn’t get the Hope, love, peace, and joy are not just
experience you had hoped for? candles to be lit around an advent wreath —

First Presbyterian Church invites you to they are facets of a living Christ to be ignited
experience the things that really matter this in our lives and our communities. This
season. You are invited to give and receive Christmas, receive these gifts God has to
the best gift of all —the gift of abundant give. And pass them on to a world in need.

DATE THEME TEXT
11/27 The Gifts of the Season: Luke 2:22-38
All I Want for Christmas is... Hope Romans 8:18-25

“But if we hope for what we do not yet
have, we wait for it patiently”

12/4 The Gifts of the Season: Luke 1:26-38

All I Want for Christmas is... Love Romans 8:31-39
“Greetings! You who are highly
favored”

12/11 The Gifts of the Season: Matthew 1:18-25

All I Want for Christmas is... Peace Isaiah 11:1-9

“Do not be afraid”
12/18 The Gifts of the Season: Luke 2:8-20
All I Want for Christmas is... Joy 1 Peter 1:3-9

“I bring you good news of great joy for
all the people!”
12/24 The Gifts of the Season:
All I Want for Christmas is... a Savior
“For unto YOU is born a Savior...”

12/25 Christmas Gifts
1/1 The Gift of Healing
1/8 The Gifts of the Other Wise Man Matthew 2:1-12

Matthew 25:31-40
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